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COMPULSORY 
MILITARY TRAINING 


FRANKLIN W. THURSTON 


N the Des Moines Tribune there appeared 
an editorial under the title, “Another Fel- 
low Who Was For It.’’ It quoted a widely 
ywn public figure as saying, “We stand for 
apulsory military serivces for every man. If 
state is not worth that, then away with it. 
sn you must not complain if you are en- 
ed. No one gives you freedom save only 
the sword.” This man, speaking in a time 
peace, then went on to say a number of other 
igs typical of what many of our military 
ders and even our President has recently 
1. The surprise ending of the editorial was 
t the other fellow who was for it, (com- 
sory military training) was none other than 
ertain well known paperhanger who nearly 
et the world. 
surely there is no single step unless it be war 
If that could any more directly oppose the 
l of God for the United States than this at- 
ipt to railroad a law providing compulsory 
ning for our boys during peace time. A 
w of hands, even in this church service 
uld indicate a healthy. disagreement with this 
nt of view. This is one of the glories of 
Protestant Faith, but let us try to face this 
1g intelligently, and without too much emo- 
val bias. 
We are largely the victims of our emotional 
ods, you know, and at the present time we 
reacting largely with an attitude of fear— 
t of some unknown assailant. Our fear is 
out of proportion to our real condition, but 
yelieve that we have transferred our emo- 
val feeling of insecurity which was built up 
ing the war to this present period when we 
comparatively safe. Let’s look at it an- 
er way. 
f a cigarette company wanted to sell cig- 
ttes, what has been the most popular way of 
omplishing this. They have pictured a very 
utiful girl next to a pack of cigarettes. Now 
anically speaking, the girl has nothing to do 
h the quality of the merchandise. There is 
reason why we should be favorably inclined 


ton, New Jersey 
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toward a particular brand of cigarettes just be- 
cause an attractive girl happens to be perched 
next to these cigarettes on billboards and in 
magazines all across the country. The odd 
truth is that we are, though. We substitute un- 
consciously all of the charming qualities of the 
lovely lady to the particular brand of cigar- 
ettes. Psychologists recognize this phenomena 
of substitution. 

There are a group of militarists in our coun- 
try, sincere, no doubt, who are just shrewd 
enough to realize that they can make us sub- 
stitute our war fear for peace uncertainty, and 
hornswoggle the nation into voting away its 
freedom. Now these are strong words, but I 
mean to back them up with facts. I feel the 
utter tragedy that would result if we submit to 
this un-Christian plan. 

The Honorable Louis Ludlow, member of 
the House of Representatives from Indiana te- 
vealed in a recent speech before Congress the 
clever and underhanded way in which this has 
all come about. Military and civil organizations 
with a military interest have been bombarding 
the country through Government channels for 
the past few months with the biggest amount 
of ballyhoo possible in order to railroad this 
law through. Senator Taft from Ohio in a re- 
cent speech, cited examples of the way the War 
and Navy Departments were straining every 
nerve to secure this legislation before the war 
ended. Secret meetings were held in the Pen- 
tagon Building to plan the strategy. On April 
26th the chief executive officers of some 40 or 
more women’s organizations were invited there, 
and were addressed by the Secretary of War, 
the Secretary of the Navy, the Under-Secre- 
tary of State, General Marshall and Admiral 
King and other high ranking officials. The 
ladies were requested not to disclose the sub- 
stance of the speeches or to identify the War 
Department with the plan. Another similar 
meeting invited a number of ministers. A large 
Negro organization was approached in a like 
manner. Invitations went out from a Citizens’ 
Committee in New York to hear Secretary For- 
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restal, Under-Secretary Grew and General 
Weible in an “off the record” luncheon on 
May 26th. Government propaganda is bad 
enough when it is open, but this was a dis- 
graceful sneak attempt. Is it any wonder that 
nine out of every ten Americans answered 
“yes” when asked whether or not they wanted 
military conscription during peace time? Even 
the public opinion polls were worded in a 
way that would induce the right answer. One 
recent poll worded the question, “Do you favor 
military conscription after the war ends?= A 
large majority said “yes.” When the question 
was reworded so as to read, “If the country had 
so much money to spend and could either allot 
it for public education or military training, 
would you favor conscription?” In that case, 
the “noes” far outweighed the “‘yeses.” Now 
that we have partially rid ourselves of the 
prejudice with which we have been indoc- 
trinated, let us look at some of the facts, and 
then try to interpret them in the light of our 
Christian faith. 


I. “Universal Military Training Wouldn’t 
Accomplish Purpose” 

-In the first place, this plan of universal mili- 
tary training is bad because it couldn’t accom- 
plish its purpose. General Eisenhower has 
been one of the most straightforward in his 
analysis of the whole problem. He is for mili- 


tary training, but he pointed out its own limita-" 


tions in his remarks before the Woodrum Com- 
mittee. He said, specifically, he thought mili- 
tary training would accomplish three things, 
technical training, physical hardening, and psy- 
chological indoctrination and moral training. 
The first two reasons he said were not impor- 
tant. The technical training cannot be taught 
in a year and anyway changes are so rapid that 
technical information is soon out of date. 
Whatever physical hardening there may be 
would be lost a few months after training. 
General Eisenhower admits this, but stresses 
the supreme importance of psychological indoc- 
trination. This is something that takes a long 
time to acquire, but once learned, it is never 
forgotten. This is the most alarming part 
about the whole plan. In one year the army 
feels sure that a man can be psychologically 
indoctrinated to the military point of view. He 
won't be physically benefitted, his technical in- 
formation will be very limited, but still all this 
expenditure will be worth while because the 
young men soon to become the voting popula- 
tion of America will be indoctrinated to the 
military point of view. That is exactly the plan 
which Hitler, Mussolini and even Stalin have 
followed. 
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Another element which has entered into t 
picture is the arrival of the atomic bomb. Mi 
scientists are agreed that the next war will n 
be fought by soldiers, but by technicians. F 
instance, enough atomic energy to destroy t 
City of New York could be carried in the trui 
of an ordinary passenger car. These bom 
would be all arranged in strategic plac 
throughout the city before the war even begi 
What chance would an army have against su 
odds. We might better spend our money 
redistributing the population of the cities 
country places if we are that scared of war. 

The usual argument is given that it we ha 
a big enough army, no one will dare attack 1 
This has never once proved to be true in a 
nation in history so far as I have been able 
discover. Surely there never were two natio 
better prepared than Russia and Germany, j 
it did not keep them from attacking each othe 
There may be some justification for increasi1 
our strength at a time when there are evidenc 
of the approach of war, but not when we a 
trying to plan on peace. Some people try 
argue that Japan would never have attacked 
if she thought we were prepared. Such peor 
forget that we had already started our milita 
conscription before Pearl Harbor, and that jr 
previous to the attack the Secretary of t 
Navy had released a statement that there was: 
another navy in the world to compare with o 
navy. Ours was the finest navy in the worl 
That didn’t seem to stop the Japs. Anywz 
wars do not start so quickly today that 1 
would not have ample warning to get ready. 
order to prepare for war, a nation has 
change its whole economic plan. Such a chan 
would be perfectly evident to government of 
cials in plenty of time to prepare ourselves, T 
danger may be that our leaders are aware 
these things long before the average citizen, b 
keep such matters so much in the dark th 
public opinion cannot be aroused in time 
get ready, 

Then there are a few secondary purpo: 
that people feel might be helpful. One pers 
would say the army will teach democracy to o 
citizens. There is no more fascist organizati 
in the country than the army. A man is taug 
to obey, not to think. One of the hard 
things for returning servicemen to adjust the: 
selves to is the necessity of making decisio 
tor themselves. Some think that the army w 
teach vocational training. It just isn’t tn 
Nine out of every ten army jobs are not < 
plicable in civilian life. A few army mechan 
may start garages when they get out, but n 
chanics will’ be a dime a dozen and it won’t 

(Continued on page 46) 
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GETTING BACK 
THE NOTE OF JOY 


AARON N. MECKEL 


LAYMAN recently gave this reason for 

for his absence from Church: “When 

I attend Church, I need something that 
| lift me out of my troubles. I seldom find 
and almost invariably come away more de- 
ssed than when [ entered.” That state- 
ot may be a bit overweighted on the sub- 
ive side. Nevertheless, there is a modicum 
truth in it. Too much contemporary 
ristianity has lost the lyrical note! It plods, 
| pleads, it gropes. It rarely sings! 
suggest, therefore, that we glance again at 
“great original’ of our Faith: that we see 
gain in its “‘first, fine, careless rapture,” and 
n, inspired anew, go forward on our great 
sion with renewed faith. “‘O come, let us 
g unto the Lord; let us make a joyful noise 
0 the Rock of our salvation!’ There is 
-emphasis we need. 


I 


The Christian Movement made its advent 
o a world of care and crime to the accom- 
liment of song. Its message was that of 
- proclamation of a mighty deed of God. It 
1 its center and circumference in the most 
ous Personage who ever trod this “terres- 
ul ball.’ Was He not evermore saying to 
» troubled souls He met, “I am come that 
joy might be in you!’” “I am come that 
might have life and have it more abun- 
atly.”” The early Church was a community 
the redeemed who could hardly find words 
it could adequately express the joy that had 
raded their lives. Small wonder that T. R. 
over should write of the early Christians 
tt they ‘outlived, outthought and outdied” 
if pagan contemporaries. Whatever else 
y be said of our spiritual progenitors, this 
least is true,—they were beside themselves 
th a great joy! 

“Revelation,” as Clarence Tucker Craig has 
d, “involves the understanding of events as 
itaining the self-communication of God.” 
he Beginning of Christianity, page 19.) 
hy, then, have we largely forgotten this 
od News? Why so glum and threadbare in 
r religion? We no longer read the New 
stament record! The Bible is to us a closed 
ok. We need to open it again and read 


tintree, Mass. 


anuary, 1946 


the Biblical record of the ‘Story’ as if we had 
never heard of it before! We must bring new 
eyes to old facts!' The blessed Revelation must 
overwhelm us! Far too much modern religion 
is second-hand! The Divine Revelation has 
never invaded us to the core. We are still in 
spiritual swaddling clothes. The mighty real- 
ity of Christ has never marched into our lives. 
We lack the inner witness of the Holy Spirit. 
A missionary tells us that one evening at dusk 
he was told that a Hindu lad was waiting to 
see him at the gate of his home. “Sabu,” 
said the lad, “do you recognize me?” When 
his missionary friend hesitated, not knowing 
what he meant by these words, he added, 
“Can't you see, I have become a Christian!” 
That Hindu boy thought the inner radiance of 
his heart must surely reflect itself in the outer 
countenance, 

What was said of Peter and John of the 
First Century must be said of us: “As they 
looked at Peter and John, so fearlessly out- 
spoken—they were surprised; and now they 
recognized them as having been with Jesus!” 
(Acts 4:13, Weymouth.) In his great hymn, 
“The Spacious Firmament on High,” Joseph 
Addison uses the descriptive phrase, 

“And spangled heav’ns a shining frame, 

Their Great Origianl proclaim.” 

That is precisely what our present-day Chris- 
tianity should be doing,—proclaiming its 
“great original’’! 


II 


Similarly, we need to get the note of a 
sacred joy back into our services of worship. 
Our very Christian cultus itself needs to be- 
come spiritually reborn and regenerate. ‘‘Sing- 
ing and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord!” So Paul described the spirit of early 
Christians at worship. And the Psalmist draws 
out the grand diapason of praise when in the 
66th poem of that great book he commands, 
“Sing forth the honor of His Name; make His 
praise glorious!’ Our Christian Church Year, 
with its festal days of Christmas, Thanksgiving, 
Easter and Pentecost, is itself a pilgrimage of 
inspiration and joy. 

Ah! but is it not true that if our churches 
one hears hymns that wail and prayers that 
beg? The lyrical note is muted. We have 
too much lost sight of the central aim of 
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divine, corporate worship—which is to keep 
the great Christian heritage alive, creative and 
celebrative within the bosom of the Beloved 
Community. Worship when real, never aims 
at a display of human talent as such, or to 
“put on a fine program!” That were to de- 
base it! Rather is the true aim and motive 
of Christian worship to bring the thrill and 
joy of spiritual rebirth to dormant and weary 
lives. “Make His praise glorious.” It 1s 
when this high goal of worship is realized that 
people are most helped in our churches. 
Perhaps we modern “Churchmen’—minis- 
ters and laity alike—are guilty of retreating 
into a kind of aesthetic mysticism which in- 
dulges art for art’s sake, and snuffs out the 
living candle of faith. Spontaneity, warmth 
and joy are shunted aside as being plebian and 
morbidly subjective! One even suspects that 
the very heirs of the Reformation Protestant 
themselves, are in danger of forgetting that 
for them, the people,—the congregation as a 
whole—and not a select coterie of profession- 
als—is the unit and norm of worship. When 
Protestants forget that, they forfeit the true 
genius of their precious heritage. Experts and 
leaders in the ministry of sacred music, praise 
and witness, we must of course have. One 
recalls Beecher’s organist, a rare soul, at 
Plymouth Church, who said that he “‘prayed 
with his fingers.” But when the central func- 


tion of worship is taken from those whom 


God has designated as ‘kings and priests’’ unto 
Himself, and delegated to a group of profes- 
sionals who have no further interest in the 
Lord’s work, then beware! Worship becomes 
barren. Corporate worship lags! 

The author remembers a celebrated choir in 
which he sang as a boy, and in which the 
newspaper was taken in hand after the anthem 
sheets had been returned! One who had 
worshipped in a rather formal and aristocratic 
Church described the impression which the 
service made on him. Taken as a whole, it 
was aesthetically perfect, but spiritually nil. 
The element of praise was largely offered by 
minister and a professionally engaged quartette. 
Responses and hymns were for the most part 
sung by a choir. The prayers were read from 
a formal liturgy, rather than offered from the 
depths of a stirred and grateful heart. It left 
one cold! One was actually led to wonder 
why the people needed to be there at all! You 
would hardly call that “making God’s praise 
glorious !”’ Such “worship” has broken Pinions. 
It no longer soars! 

Compare that experience with that of an 
unlettered convert, who had entered the Chris- 
tian life through the eager and earnest reading 
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of the New Testament. “Now that I ha 
found Christ,” he said, “I must find a Chur 
in which I shall take my rightful es as 
Christian.” Unable to find himself at hot 
in the more formal and ritualistic worship 
a large down-town Church, he found himse 
not long afterwards, in a small rural Chur 
in the countryside. As a small but enthusias 
group of souls lifted their hearts to the Creat 
in reverent, joyful, thankful praise, he fou 
himself inwardly exclaiming, “Ah! this 1s 
I’ve found it!” And who will say that he h 
not? Where simplicity, fervor and spirit 
sincerity are present, there the Blessed Chr 
honors His promise: ““Where two or three < 
assembled in my Name, there am I in the mic 
of them.’”” (Matt. 18:20, Weymouth.) A 
some of the many lads who have returned fre 
the grime and gore of the battlefield. V 
shall find that they have a penchant for a sp 
itual joy and reality that goes hand in ha: 
with simplicity in worship. o 
Ill 

It’s out of the overflowing cup and he 
that healing, redemption and unity alone ¢ 
come to a distraught, divided and dissoh 
humanity. Our Christian witness begets a a 
ting edge at the point of spiritual contagio 
A new awareness of the power of the livi 
Christ, the preciousness of Christian fello 
ship, and of a life-giving Gospel must ¢ 
inside us before it can make a perceptible 
pact on the life around us. In religion, 
elsewhere, it's the plus sign that propagai 
life. The first Christians literally sang th 
new-found life into the weary heart of th 
day. Someone who had heard Sylvester Hor 
preach, was asked what he considered t 
secret of that noble Gospel troubador. “T 
man has a fire in his belly!” came the reply. 

“Thy soul must overflow if thou another sc 
wouldst reach, 

It takes the overflowing heart to give t 

lips full speech.” 

In this way—the way of spiritual con 
gion—does the Christian revelation eventuate 
Christian revolution. Says Dr. Hocking, “Ch 
dren will tend to adopt the beliefs of th 
whom they instinctively recognize as happy.” 

A few friends were gathered together ¢ 
evening in meditative mood around the fi 
place of a lovely Christian home. The qu 
tion was asked, What is this phenomenon 
the New Birth? What happens when a m 
comes to be “in Christ’? How account for 
It was commonly agreed that there are wond 
depths in the experience of God's amazi 
grace that are unexplicable in terms of our lit 
human categories. It was reverently admit 
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at there was an afflatus of God-Power in the 
ord Jesus Christ which communicated itself 
* divine contagion to all who with felt need 
ened their hearts to it—and Him. The 
angelist John wrote out of direct experience 
this gift of life when he said, ‘To all who 
me unto Him He gave power to become sons 
God.” John the Baptist sends emissaries 
ith the query, “Art Thou He that should 
me, or look we for another?’’ Comes the 
fazing and revealing reply of Jesus: “Go and 
port to John what you (yourselves) see and 
ar: blind men receive sight, and cripples 
alk; lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear; 
e dead are raised to life, and the poor have 
e€ Gospel proclaimed unto them.” (Matt. 
:4,5,6 Weymouth.) It’s the grand pronun- 
aumento of a saving Faith! The Lord does 
tt offer arguments but living witness of living 
ed! 

Indeed, we shall not, in our day, build a 
orld of plenty out of lean hearts, bring last- 
g peace out of lives beset with strife, nor 
ing the joy of Christ to another if we our- 
lves are not in possession of the inner victory. 
aly the spiritual Plus Sign can adequately 
Opagate the Christian Movement and Life. 
Hazen G. Werner tells this story. “I can’t 
t over it—the cop down on our corner asked 
e if I went to Church! He said that if I 
dn’t, he wanted to invite me to his.” So 
oke a layman to his pastor at a Church lun- 


cheon. The pastor instantly remembered that 
policeman. He had accepted the Christian life 
in that Church recently. ‘He was like a man 
in a new world.” Having had his share of 
disappointments and defeats he was now 
“thrilled” with his new-found experience. It 
was with shocked surprise that the minister 
heard him ask if fifty cents a day would be a 
sufficient pledge to the Church. ‘I want 
to pay every day, because every day I am 
helped to live right’.’ Dr. E. Stanley Jones 
says that when he rose from his knees in con- 
version, the first thought that leaped into his 
mind was, “This is it! Now I must go and 
tell another the Good News.”’ 

Do not think for a moment that in advo- 
cating the return of the lyrical note to our 
religion we are blinking eyes at the tragic and 
heart-breaking realities that beset this every-day 
world of fact, or, that we underestimate the 
value of true beauty, organization, and stern 
discipline in spiritual matters. Indeed not! 
But, Church of the Living God! If under- 
neath and beyond all these you have no Plus 
Margin of Life—no Singing Heart—then you 
are a shorn Samson! But, if you do have, then 
once and for all, you are God-girded and 
adequate for this desperate hour! Then once 
again shall your courts resound with the glad 
strains of the Psalmist’s grateful and quickened 
heart: “Sing forth the honor of His Name; 
make His praise glorious!” 


ieee eee 


NOW IT CAN BE TOLD 


FB) McALLISTER, -D.D. 


OW it can be told!’ Eagerly, as this 
NI word is announced, we listen to the 
“* unfolding of the story of mechanical 
rces which played such a vital part in the 
ir effort. But now, also, it ought to be told 
acerning those human and spiritual qualities 
uich brought large sustaining powers and 
uintained a victorious spirit. 

Elaborate demonstrations have caused us to 
preciate at last the wonder of such a marvel 
radar; but who has given us an estimate of 
2 new courage which a fresh trust in God 
s wrought? The atomic bomb has been cap- 
ating attention, and rightly; but what about 
> new found power in the presence of the 
ing Christ, which has procured vastly more 


riched capacities ? 


cinnati, Ohio 


muary, 1946 


In equating values of the astonishing me- 
chanical devices, which war-times nurtured 
into being, it should be remembered that there 
were discoveries and achievements in the spir- 
itual realm which also have quite rocked the 
world. The fact of these attainments of faith 
needs to be brought to the fore again and 
again, for far too many will assume that the 
only worthy advancements have been material. 

First, there was discovered an awareness of 
the immediate. And what a pearl of great 
price that was! Many had ceased to appreciate 
that the technique of successful living held the 
immediate as a most precious asset. Programs 
and planning caused us to range far in the 
future. 

True, when those skilled in comforting in- 
curables went to bedsides, the victims were 


Page 


wisely assured that the best way to live was one 
day at a time. If they would but dwell in the 
present, securing some little happiness in each 
day no matter how trivial it was, they would 
find sources of peace and strength that would 
carry them through that day. Those who had 
to endure long trials found that surely there 
was daily grace for daily need. . 
People generally, however, had neither come 
to know, nor to experience, the joys and privi- 
leges of living today. Newman’s “I do not ask 
to see the distant scene, one step enough for 
me” was all right for a song, but folk were 
impatient with such a naive suggestion. Be- 
sides, men who are healthy and in no danger 
do not need to be occupied with the present, 
so it was thought. What if a lovely sunset 
goes unseen, or a kindness goes unappreciated! 
Hazel Prikett in THE AMERICAN HOME 
has told us of a hardboiled sergeant who was 
typical of us all, but who found this grand 
secret. He wrote, ‘This stinking life in the 
line has done one good thing for me: I’ve 
learned to get a kick out of every single min- 
ute I’m alive —while it’s happening, too! 
It’s funny the way you learn how good every- 
thing is. Just before we moved up last week, 
we had to sweat out a long wait. Know 
what I did? For one solid hour I laid there 
in the grass and looked at a little blue flower. 


Don’t know what kind it was, but it was the _ 


prettiest flower I’ve ever seen. I guess I en- 
joyed that hour more than any other in my 
entire life.” 

And thus, each in his own sphere came to 
appreciate what was going on about him. But 
why did.we need a baptism of anxiety and 
danger to make us aware of the immediate? 
Perhaps it takes something like that to quicken 
the mind and the soul to make discoveries in 
the spiritual realms, as well as in the physical 
and the mechanical. We came. to appreciate 
the timeless worth of Jesus’ sermon on the 
mountain when He summoned us in peace, as 
well as in war, to ‘Consider the lilies of the 
field . . . and to take no undue thought for 
the morrow... .” 

That attitude of living far off on the hori- 
zons was more hurtful than we knew. We'd 
insist, “Some day I'll be happy!” “Some day 
I'li go straight!” ‘Some day I'll welcome the 
best . . . but not now!’ Well, there are times 
when the human race bounds forward spir- 
itually, and surely this has been one of those 
occasions. Humanity, in living in the imme- 
diate alone, turned a corner for its own good. 


Courage 
_ A new brand of courage was found. This 
incalculable source of strength, found in these 
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long years of struggle, has been more worth 
of dramatization than some of the vaunted ac 
complishments in the field of the microscope 
This courage was new in that the great de 
mands of our times called for a fortitude tha 
was fashioned in religious faith. Many evi 
dences have shown it God wrought. 

“Now it can be told!’ And the peopl 
themselves are telling it. Some of them wit 
their stories now classified as “‘best sellers. 
But the recital is a powerful testimony whic 
the people must never forget. 

The perplexities and strain induced by th 
war would have been dumbfounding withou 
a hold on God. Stamina was needed in 
world of bewilderment, true, but downrigh 
triumphant faith was required by men © 
rafts, on submarines, at battle stations, and b 
their women who waited. Hosts of peopl 
were driven for the first time in their lives t 
call, “God help!” And the help from Go 
came. People have told it unashamedly. A 
in the days of Paul, men and women wer 
struggling against the unseen and the ur 
known; against principalities, against rulers 1 
dark places, which brought complexities an 
pressures which would have undermined th 
foundations of their very souls. 

B. W. Overstreet tells us how extensive thi 
need was even among those to whom we not 
mally look for poise. He was to speak to 
convention of social workers in a Texas cit} 
He met the man in the hotel who had arrange 
the program. “I hope you won't mind,” h 
apologized, “‘we've taken liberties with you 
topic. We've just gone ahead and made u 
one to fit our need: COURAGE FOR CRISIS. 
Overstreet started to protest, ‘I’m not sure. . 
courage is a pretty stiff problem these days... 
“That's the point,” was the moderator’s reph 
“it’s a stiff problem for these social worker: 
They have been hearing about techniques. Th 
trouble is they lend a sympathetic shoulder fe 
other people to weep on, but there are time 
when they feel like weeping themselves.” | 
happened that Mr. Overstreet not only talke 
to them about courage and its sources, but b 
found that future audiences were just as eage 
for an interpretation of this very moder 
morale need. Indeed, many were driven t 
call out, “Give us this day our daily courage! 
It came! 

Overcoming Limitations 

This almost lost art was one of humanity 
great discoveries. Oh, once in a while, pr 
ceding the war, there were those who took 
difficult thing and made of it a triumph. Bi 
not too many. In recent days, however, wit 

(Continued on page 43) 
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MY PREACHING PROGRAM 


MILTON 


-ITH the past year closed and my 

preaching program completed, (for 

better or worse) I review the list of 
mons I preached to my congregations. Last 
it I served a six-point rural circuit. Two of 
churches had a sermon every Sunday, the 
er four alternated every other Sunday— 
king four worship services a Sunday, but 
ly one sermon to prepare. The churches 
ving a service each Sunday of course had 
> benefit of the whole preaching program. 
others took turns getting half the ser- 
ns. 
My general preaching program this year fol- 
ved a progressive development from one’s 
st interest in religion to a full Christian life, 
th the following general themes: “Man's 
ed and the Christian Gospel’, “The Way 
Salvation’, “After Conversion’, and ‘The 
n Commandments.” 
I did not preach for my own revivals this 
ur, so there are no revival sermons in the 
t, although the general outlook is evange- 
fic in emphasis. I did, however, hold one 
ek of Pentecost services with all churches 
rticipating. During the summer I held two 
Sle Conferences, giving two courses of ad- 
asses: ‘“The Teaching of the Master’’, and 
he Life and Work of Paul.’ The closing 
dress of the series on Paul was not given 
e to other circumstances. 
A part of the preaching dealt with the pro- 
im and work of the Church covering the 
lowing fields: ‘The Work of the Church,” 
hristian Education,’ ‘Crusade for Christ,” 
d “Missions.” Not all the addresses on 
ristian Education were given on Sundays. 
ie Crusade for Christ was the participation 
the denominational program. While I try 
keep my preaching with a general Christ- 
itered emphasis and implication, I preached 
9 sermons specifically on ‘Jesus Christ.” 
en there were the sermons preached for 
scial occasions and a few miscellaneous ones. 
ven in outline form the preaching program 
pears as follows: 


n's Need and the Christian Gospel. 
Moral Ideal and Failure. 

Man as a Sinner. 

‘Jesus Christ as Saviour. 

The Gospel Call. 

» Way of Salvation. 

Repentance. 


is Creek, Pa. 


imuary, 1 946 


THOMAS 


Personal Faith. 
Actual Salvation. 
The Step of Baptism. 


After Conversion. 
Membership in the Church. 
Christian Stewardship. 
Service Through the Church. 
Making the Community Christian. 


The Ten Commandments. 


No Other Gods Before Me. 

Make No Graven Image. 

Take Not the Name of God in Vain. 
Remember the Sabbath. 

Thou Shalt Not Kill. 

Thou Shalt Not Commit Adultery. 
Thou Shalt Not Steal. 


Pentecost. 


Entire Sanctification or Christian Perfection. 
The Upper Room. 
Better Than the Greatest Talents. 
Original Sin Is the Evil in Man’s Nature Which He 
Inherits. 
For Disciples and Not Sinners. 
The Holy Spirit. 
The Altar Makes Holy. 
The Way to Victory. 
The Teaching of the Master. 
Concerning Himself. 
Concerning the Kingdom. 
Concerning the Christian Life. 
Concerning Money. 
Concerning His Return and Judgment. 
The Life and Work of Paul. 
Paul and the Early Christian Church. 
Paul’s First Missionary Journey. 
Paul's Second Missionary Journey. 
Paul’s Third Missionary Journey. 
The Work of the Church. 
Working Together. 
Courageous Christianity. 
Following the Pillar of Fire. 
Christian ‘Education. 
Training Lay Leaders. 
The Work of Christian Education. 
Preparing to Teach the Lesson. 


Crusade for Christ. 
The Crusade for Christ. 
Rehabilitation and Extension. 
Rebuilding with Christ. 
Missions. 
Women and the Way. 
Go Into All the World. 
The Brotherhood of Man. 
Jesus Christ. ‘ 
Jesus, the Bread of Life. 


The Strength of the Christian 
Resurrection, 


Witness to the 


Special Occasions. 
Harvest Time and Thanksgiving (Thanksgiving). 
Outline of Old Testament (Universal Bible Sunday). 
Micah (Christmas). 
The Place of Primacy (New Year). 
Prayer-Power (Week of Prayer). 
The Easter Bribe (Easter). 
Next Steps (V-E Sunday). 
Christianity and War (Memorial Sunday). 
Offspring of God (Youth Institute in Problems of 
Race Prejudice). 
To Caesar and to God (V-J Day). 


Miscellaneous. 
Beginning with God. 
Power from On High. 
The Privilege and Resuonsibility of Influence. 
Christianity in Everyday Life. 
The Order of Giving. 
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Gnosis Week of Prayer for the hecho 


Issued by the Federal Council of 


when Christians needed to pray more 

than during these days of suffering and 
conflict. Christians need to pray for themselves 
that they may be true to Christ and the Church. 
Also, they need to pray fervently for others. 
Prayer helps to bind the Churches of the world 
into an unbreakable fellowship. Circumstances 
at present prevent individual Christians, and 
individual Churches, from doing many things, 
yet there is always one thing they can do— 
they can pray. 

These topics are suggested for the early part 
of January, but there is no limit to the effec- 
tiveness of sincere prayer. The topics or series 
of devotions are suitable for use each month 
in the year, or at any time in the month of 
January, or through the year. 

General Theme: “Even as Christ Also Loved 
the Church.” 

Since all true prayer is a listening to God, 
a waiting for His word to come, let us try to 
recapture phrase by phrase from Ephesians 
5:25-27 the whole story of Christ's dream for 


Princ there never has been a time 


His Church — why and how He loved it; why _ 


and how some of us fail Him; why and how 
others in this heroic age are creating this 
“glorious Church’ which He foresaw. 

The Dutch have a proverb, “Would to God’ 
is the mother of all prayers.” But did any 
Netherlander ever say: “Would to God the 
sea may not pour in on us,’ without also 
strengthening the dykes? We shall never be 
perfect until we strengthen ourselves through 
God’s power; until we live out a verse in 
Ecclesiasticus: ‘They shall maintain the fabric 
of the world, and in their handiwork is their 
prayer.” 

I 
EVEN As Curist ALSO LoveD THE CHURCH 
Scripture: Eph. 5:25-27; Jere. 31:31; Eph. 
3:14-19; Psa. 84:1-4, 8-11. 
Let Us Pray: 
That we may not ask amiss, but empty ourselves 


of ourselves, to fill them with His Spirit. 
That we may seek to love the Church as Christ 
loved it. 
That we may put Him first; people second; prop- 
a last. ‘ ; 
hat we may go beyond beauty, to discover > 
One Who is mike at thes (ovely. PRE Se 
That we may recapture our first love, losing all that 
has been perfunctory and heedless in our worship 
That the infectious quality of this new joy may 
radiate throughout our church, to revitalize it, 


e 
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the Church of Christ in America 


Suggested Topics for Brief Messages 
Beyond Beauty: Thine Eyes Shall See the King 
Adoration Regained: Practicing the Presence of Gc 
On Falling in Love With the Church | 
A House of Prayer for All People 
The Mystical Body of All Believers | 
A Rendezvous with God | 
Let the Church Be the Church 

Hymns to Interpret This Theme 


I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord 

The Church’s One Foundation 

Rise Up. O Men of God 

O Word of God Incarnate 

Who Is on the Lord’s Side? 
< ok 


K * 


II 
AND GAVE HIMSELF For IT... 

Scripture: Eph. 5:25; John 10:27-30; Tm 

4:14-16; Eccl. 9:10. 

Let Us Pray: 

That we may really “belong” to the Church of th 

Living God. i 
That the magnificent obsession may quicken ov 

spirits. m 

That all our plans and hopes and desires ma 

contribute to the spread of the Kingdom of Go 

in our town. 

That our own church may be thus quickened; be 
ginning with each of us. 
That the wider Beloved Community may becom 
nearer and dearer. ‘ 
That we may seek the cooperation of returnin 

service men in this wider Christian fellowship. 

That we may devote to the cause of Peace the sam 

eager giving we invested for Victory. 
Suggested Topics for Brief Messages 


The Magnificent Obsession 


Soo of the Church (How chosen? Money? Prestige 
Jirtue?) 4 
The Other Half of a Christian: Where Is It? S 
The World Is My Parish 

Religion Is World Loyalty 
It All Depends on Me, And I Depend on God ¥ 
Taking Others Along ; 
Sacrifice What Is It? 7 


Hymns to Interpret This Theme 
I Gave My Life for Thee 
Saviour, Thy Dying Love Thou Gavest Me 
Immortal Love, Forever Full ' 
One Holy Church of God Appears id 
O Brother Man, Fold To Thy Heart Thy Brother 
Take My Life and Let It Be 
I_ am Thine, O Lord , 
Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling : 
* ok * F 


We 


Hl : 

THAT He MIGHT SANCTIFY AND CLEANSE I 
WITH THE WASHING OF THE WorD . . . 
Scripture: Eph. 5:26; Col. 3:16; Jere. 36 
14-24, 27-28, 32; Rev. 5:1-14. { 
Let Us Pray: : 

That the Book which men have died to transla 
may revive America also. E 
That the Book we all own in common may bi 
us together and not divide us. 
That we may not so much go through the Bibi 
as let the Bible go through us. F 
That we may dwell with fresh insight on th 
passages from Deuteronomy, Isaiah, the Psalm 


The Ewposita 


+ 


i 


- 


, Which Jesus loved and quoted. 
we may “hear them, read, mark, learn and 
wardly digest them” as messages from God. 
Suggested Topics for Brief Messages 
ybody’s Book 
Best-Seller Nobody Reads 
Bible Speaks to Our Generation 
Portrait Gallery of People ‘Just Like Us” 
Timelessness of Timeless Truth 
} Case Book 
Word of the Lord Came Unto Me 
Book by Which the Church Lives 
One Teach One A 

Hymns to Interpret This Theme 


lory Gilds the Sacred Page 

» of Our Feet, Whereby We Trace 

Spirit Breathes Upon the Word 

ve To Tell the Story 

Them Over Again to Me 

Me the Stories of Jesus 
< * 


IV 
AT HE MIGHT PRESENT It To HIMSELF 
A Gtorious CHURCH 
pewre: Eph. 5:27;.1 Tim. 3:15-16; Rev. 
212-13; Matt. 16:18. 
- Let Us Pray: 


t they, without us, shall not be made perfect. 
t our Church may be equally willing to put 
st things first to remedy its ecclesiastical and 
iritual faults. 

t we may learn to obey the still small voice. 

t we may realize there can never be a better 
orld until there are better people. 

t we may dedicate new lives for old. _ 

E we may find ways of sharing the weight of 
iman woe and suffering. . 

Suggested Topics for Brief Messages 


age Is Fear Which Has Said _ Its Prayers. 
‘aye New World, Which Has Such People in It! 
Lives for Old 

ransfusion: Blood Bank for the World 

Era Ends: An Era Begins 

Things First 

wship of Suffering 


Hymns to Interpret This Theme 


Holy Church of God Appears 
} of Our Fathers, Living Still 
to Every Man and Nation 
Are Living, We Are Dwelling 
Firm a Foundation 
Would Be Building 


V 

yr HAVING Spot OR WRINKLE OR ANY 

SUCH THING... 
pture: Eph. 5:27; Matt. 16:23; Psalm 78: 
5:37, 41; Luke 18:14; James 2:1-19; Mr- 
th 6:6-8. 
Let Us Pray: 
t we may not hinder the Lord’s plan for our 
hurch. - 
t we may “love our neighbors on our knees 
a spirit of intercession. : 
t we may acknowledge our unfruitful prides as 
ajor sins. 
t we may do justly, love mercy, 
unbly with our God. pet ; 
t we may rethink our Christian living: in our 
ymes, our businesses, our daily rounds, our 
1urches. 
t the divine-human encounter may become a 
ality in our lives, removing our prejudices. 
Suggested Topics for Brief Messages 
Is too Big for Our Small Hearts 


tness Passing By 
inking Religion 


and walk 


nuary, 1946 


Call the Witnesses, Please 

Unredeemed Areas in a Christian 

The Inevitability of Gradualness 

Passive Barbarians 

Blind Spots 

Can I “Get by” with That? 

Hymns to Interpret This Theme 

In the Hour of Trial 

O Jesus, Thou Art Standing 

Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult 

Just as I Am 

I Need Thee Every Hour 

When the Weary, Seeking Rest 
* k 


VI 
Bur THat It SHouLD BE HoLy AND 
WitTHout BLEMISH . 
Scripture: Eph. 5:27; John 17:20-23; Rom. 
19°35- Ph ee 5216: 
Let Us Pray: 


That we may learn to think of ourselves as those 
who are to hold the world together. 

That we may delight to be responsible for our 
share of human friendliness wherever we are. 
That we may hear God calling us to give Him 
every daily duty, every daily joy, every daily 

thought. 

That we may really want to be made whole. 

That we may see that in the world ‘We’ is 
wrapped up all that is most beautiful, Christian 
and safe for tomorrow. 

Suggested Topics for Brief Messages 

God Makes a Church Survey 

Voluntary Obedience to the Unenforceable 

The Greatest Drama in the World 

Christians Hold the World Together 


Peace Is Pews and Parishioners 
Join Hands Then! 


Hymns to Interpret This Theme 


In Christ There Is no East or West 

Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow 

These Things Shall Be, a Loftier Race 

God of Grace and God of Glory 

Life of Ages, Richly Poured 
* * * 


VII 
ACCORDING TO THE POWER WHICH WoRK- 
ETH IN Us, UNTo Him BE GLory 
IN THE CHURCH . . 
Scripture: Eph. 3:20-21; Psa. 
78: 35-42; Rom. 8:1-6. 
Let Us Pray: 


That we may learn to believe absolutely in the 
invisible invincible power of God. 

That we may let His power sweep into our lives, 
changing them. 

That old fears, 
be cleansed. 

That we may learn to understand that this power 
in another life constitutes kinship, because of its 
common Soutce. 

Suggested Topics for Brief Messages 

Amazing Grace 

Kinship 

God Is Not Dead! 


The Government Upon 
New World A-coming! 


Hymns to Interpret This Theme 


Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart 
Breathe on Me, Breath of God 

Thou Whose Almighty Word i 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 


(Copies of the full Week of Prayer program in 
booklet form and containing suggested plans and 
meditations, may be secured at four cents per copy, 
in any quantity from The Department of Evangeliza- 
tion, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, New York.) 


HIRSH 2). 


old prejudices, old customs may 


His Shoulders 
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The 52 Per Cent 
Bu figures do lie, often and flagrantly, 


and never more basely than when it is 
intended by their sires that they present 
“as good a picture as possible.” 

Read the Press. Read your own denomina- 
tional journals. Hear the reports of disbanded 
services, discounted zeal, distraught peoples, 
disheartened pastors. Shudder at the barbar- 
ian bestialities, the ironical inconsistencies of 
a withered world, the avid and heartless dis- 
position of our special brew of power-politics 
in what purports to be our search for a peace 
which is so far out ahead of us we can’t even 
see the dust it raises in its flight to avoid the 
manhandling which threatens it. More peo- 
ple will die for want of those things we have 
in abundance, during the year following the 
surrender of Japan than in the year preceding, 
while we begrudge our wee contributions to 
the Red Cross. If the “State of the Nation’’ 
is not wholly to our liking could it be due in 
some small measure to the ‘State of the 
Church ?”’ 

The time has long since gone when the 
Church could be judged justly by its numeri- 
cal strength. No more is its strength, its vi- 
tality, its worth to be judged by the number 
of names on its roll than a man is to be judged 
by his years. Character only is permanent. 
Character only counts. More and more I be- 
come fixed with the contention that one genu- 
ine Christian is a huge number, a worthy and 
powerful number. 

So I am not greatly impressed with the re- 
port that Church membership in the United 
States has reached a new “all-time high,” and 
I admit to a growing allergy to the Holly- 
wood-War-Industry-Stock-Market term.  Act- 
ually the Church has hit an all-time low. 
Hollywood doesn’t know it yet, but the Church 
should, that what this bloody old terrestrial 
carcass cries for and needs above all else is 
not a numerically larger Christendom, but a 
spiritually strengthened one. 
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52% of the United States citizens af 
Church members? Don’t make me laugh 
51% of any business undertaking is the con 
trolling interest, the balance of power. Se 
how the Church with its claimed majority 
sways the times and tints the landscape 
Listen to the former first lady advocate tha 
the Church mind its own business and per 
mit government to mind its. Hear the repeates 
Washingtonian protests against the ministeria 
vote, on matters pertaining to our peace. 

It may be that 52% of our citizenry ar 
Church members, but it must have been om 
of them to whom John Andrew Holme 
quipped, “No, George, a stalemate is not on 
you've been married to a long time.” Thi 
easiest thing to do is to talk, to hold confer 


-ences, to write millions of circulars, to visit ; 


raped and denuded half of the world an 
report a worthy finding. The hardest thin; 
to do is to act. 
There was a time when figures really dit 
mean something in the Church, somethinj 
vital and operative, something worth stressing 
What we have came from it. That “‘all-tim 
high” consisted of twelve. 
ee 

Another Diet of Worms 
HETHER Hitler be alive or dead is ; 
question about which there is smal 
certainty right now. He who hang 
tenaciously to the idea that the reported deatl 
is a ruse and that somewhere the mad one lie 
up in a haven of refuge, is one who feel 
that his death would deny so-called sane foll 
the satisfaction they would know in demand 
ing and receiving of him the extreme penalt 
for his bestial crimes, for there can be nm 
other basis for any hope that Hitler is alive 
The mills of the gods have not ceased to grind 
Either way, his life, his works give in 
famous ae to the monument he reared t 


leave behind, in world memory of himself. H 
soils the none too clean pages of history a 


The Exposito 


- outstandingly fearful example of the re- 
ts of fanaticism snaking out over humanity 
e the arms of an octopus, graspingly, fatal- 

Even the most ardent Hitlerites, blanch- 

y or going braggadocio before the movies of 
ir unspeakable villainy, know a rapidly les- 
ing room for doubt that they, their Father- 
id and their generation of humankind, have 
en damned by the fanatic idol of their 
ratic dreams. 

Just where to draw a line to separate the 
aatic and the genius is not simple of loca- 
m. Place it too far to the right and it 
ants of the fanatical to the genius. Move 

to the left and the fanatic partakes of 
nius. It is not improbable that the: maniac, 

whatever hue, knows somewhat of genius 

d the genius of the fanatical, but the separ- 
ion of the two, were healthy balance to be 
aintained, remains ever a task of precision 
rt the trained specialist. 

Webster says a fanatic is a lunatic, specific- 
ly a victim of a religious mania, a person 
fected by extreme enthusiasm on religious 
bjects. Look where you will and you will 
te difficulty in finding an authoritative voice 
hich fails, closely to link Church people and 
naticism, as though religion were the mother- 
de in the mining territory of fanaticism. 

But do not rush to conclusions prematurely. 
ly thought is not to suggest that the mad 
an is the fruit of the religious vine nor yet 
at you, because of your blessed association, 
e a potential Hitler. Far from it. But 
mewhere one once pledged that if by eating 
eat he should cause his brother to offend, 
stily, he would eat no meat, and that is some- 
ung else, again. 

If the thought is that religion is the most 
romising field in which to search, were one 
eking fanatics, one shouldn't too quickly ig- 
ore the invariable law of cause and effect. 
ctually, one might, with no undue strain up- 
1 his imagination, and ignoring all else, pic- 
ie religion of today as a field golden unto 
1¢ harvest with fruits of fanaticism, even an 
undred fold. Yet I am of the opinion that 
' there be basis for Webster's definition, 
mong many others, it was the Church of a 
y-gone day which provided that basis and 
stification for the premise. That is unfor- 
inate for us, for the evil even the Church 
oes, lives after it. It is a part of the load 
ur protestations and our ordination vows 
lace squarely upon our none too sturdy 
10ulders, and one does not have to go very 
ur below the surface of any cross section of 
umanities’ hide, these days, to learn that we 
ave not atoned for the sins of our fathers 
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nor ceased to provide more fuel to the burn- 
ing. 

If by eating the meats af fanaticism, one 
causes his least brother to offend, one should 
adjust his religious menu promptly, not to 
deny himself of the essential nutriments, but 
only the side dishes, the salads and flipperies 
of fare for which one may be crazy indeed, 
yet more crazy to indulge. 


= 


Paging Felix 


ELIX is not the only one who has trem- 

bled when the subject of uprightness and 

self-control has been broached. Especially 
in these days, and especially when in applica- 
tion to the organized Church, numerous of us 
would be on a ground more safe and secure, 
were we like Felix, given to a mite of tremb- 
ling occasionally. 

So gullible is the mine-run of humanity that 
even an occasional minister might be found, 
were he searched for, who was'so enamored of 
glamor (by-product of the Hollywood retouch ~ 
artists), thrills, nostrums and flashy innova- 
tions, that anything proposed to him in the 
way of novelty, would receive his smiling nod 
of approval. 

We don’t have to go to the “odditorium” or 
the Zoo to see the weird monstrosities and 
freak specimens of homo sapiens. Take a 
quick peep at sports and amusements, at poli- 
tics and at business, at the wide extremes of 
society, even that portion of society which 
dresses up for Easter and for once in the year 
overburdens our pews. Watch the billboards 
and the magazine advertisements. Note the 
widely publicized extravaganzas which “hit” 
our town. Watch the devotee howl and clap 
his flabby hands in high glee. 

We are the whirling dervishes of our day, 
running circles which have no end, achieving 
nothing more surely than exhaustion and the 
dizziness of the onlookers, and that, too often, 
in the pew. 

The unpardonable sin is blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost. How can we preach forgive- 
ness, even in the anaemic form contemporary 
preaching gives it, when the moral and te- 
ligious sense has become near atrophied 
through highly wrought and prolonged relig- 
ious sprees? A high tide of spiritual quicken- 
ing is long overdue. 

Of a flaming, well publicized evangelist of 
varying entertainment abilities, the chronicler 
penned, “He blew in. He blew off, and blew 
out. The amazing feature is that he did not 
blow up.” 

(Continued on page 43) 
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THE CHURCH 4 


“é 


AT WORK 


Trends in Protestant 
Church Architecture 


“With a great revival of Church building 
in prospect, it is desirable that attention be 
given to developments in Church architecture 
in relation to the liturgical movement,” de- 
clares the editor of Information Service, De- 
partment of Research and Education, Federal 
Council of Churches, and continues: 

“Among the American Protestant Churches 

plans for new buildings and improvements 
which will cost over $600,000,000 are now in 
various stages. Southern Baptist officials esti- 
mate that enterprises planned by that denomi- 
nation will represent an investment of 
$200,000,000. One of the smaller bodies is 
initiating a $2,000,000 program. 
- “Enterprises of this type and of such pro- 
portions have implications for the religious, 
cultural and economic life of the American 
people. . The planning, financing, con- 
structing and equipping of thousands of 
Church buildings involve personal devotion, 
professional service, financial operations, and 
relations with labor. Practically every group 
in the national community will come into 
touch with some aspect of this unprecedented 
program. 

“Adequate counsel and effective guidance 
ate outstanding needs of this undertaking, 
apart from the usual specialized architect's ser- 


Under the heading, ‘Conditions 
Now Affect Church Building,” the 
reads— 

“Extensive as the building plans of the 
American Churches seem, they are modest in 
comparison with the need. Of the 252,000 
Church buildings in the country, more than 
40,000 are one-room structures. . . . Measured 
by the tasks for which the Protestant Churches 
of America have accepted responsibility, or by 
the requirements for pursuing the programs 
recommended in the conferences of hundreds 
of Churches, the equipment for actual work is 


Which 
report 
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altogether inadequate. . . . Hopeful signs ap- 
pear, in that laymen are showing concern over 
the inadequacy of Church plants and equip- 
ment, in that a realization is spreading that 
most of the Churches erected in the last two 
hundred years have been inappropriate to their 
purpose, and in that an increasing number of 
congregations are putting up Churches which 
are truly suited to religious ends. 

Every minister who contemplates alterations 
in existing structures, or new buildings, will 
receive valuable suggestions by studying this_ 
bulletin in detail. Single copies of the bulle- 
tin are 5c. Write for Information Service, 
Volume XXIV, No. 40, 297 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 10, N. Y., inclosing the fee of 5c 
for each issue ordered. : 


New Tools for Learning 


A series of easy-to-use audio-visual discus- 
sion kits has been prepared for use by Church 
or community groups, by New Tools for 
Learning, 280 Madison Avenue, New York 
16, New York. Material now ready for dis- 
tribution covers five timely subjects: foreign 
trade, full employment, inflation, technological 
unemployment and sound investment. The kits | 
are said to be available on rental or purchase 
price. Groups of any size, interested in de- 
veloping informative programs without the 
presence of an expert, should write to the 
above address for information. Please inclose 
a stamped, legibly addressed envelope with 
your inquiry. 


Anti-Swearing Posters 


A set of Anti-Swearing Posters is offered 
for sale by The Wertheim Advertising Asso- 
ciates, 11 West 42nd Street, New York 18, 
New York, at $3.00 a set. Wise distribution 
of these posters by local groups in American 
communities should help to discourage this 
shameful, silly, and slovenly vice. 


The Expositor 


Yad 


he Bases of World Order 


This booklet, above title, by E. T. Thomp- 
mn and Others, is published by John Knox 
ress, Richmond, Virginia, 121 pages, 60c, 
id is definitely recommended for class and 
fayer-meeting use; is said to have grown out 
' the findings of a seminar of 80 ministers 
Montreat, North Carolina, in 1944; brought 
)-to-date, and related to the Scriptural teach- 
igs of ‘fundamental principles, rather than 
xed rules, illustrated by the texts.” 


he Will of God For These Days 


Kirby Page has chosen the above title for a 
90k of ten chapters, the first five on such 
1estions as:— 

“What Is God Doing Now?” 

“What Was God Doing When Jesus Was 
crucified ?”” 

“How Can We Know the Will of God?” 
“Total Allegiance to Jesus Christ!” 

eA School of Prayer.” 

Four chapters relate to the will of God as it 
iters man’s life in daily routine. One re- 
ewer says, “Dr. Page’s comments in the chap- 
r on the will of God in economic life should 
=> read by every minister. He may not agree 
ith his premise, and this is not important. 
he fact is, Dr. Page has brought to light some 
sry startling information which should be on 
ie conscience of every sincere Christian.” 
The final chapter is a challenge to the rem- 
ant, the small minority of the so-called Chris- 
an world; upon whom Dr. Page believes rests 
ie progress in relationship between man and 
an, and between God and man. 

The volume may be ordered from Kirby 
age, La Habra, Calif. $1.00. 


[en For the Ministry 


Urgent need for training men for the min- 
try is receiving attention in many quarters. 
ethany Press, St. Louis, has just published a 
lume, entitled, ‘Calling Men for the Min- 
try,” by Hampton Adams. 
The 12 chapters in this volume of 156 
ages, all concerned with the recruiting and 
aining of ministers to preach the Christian 
ospel will provide the basis for preaching 
rmons on this subject, and for advising young 
en who present themselves for counsel. 
Dr. Adams is well qualified by training and 
sperience to write on the subject near his 
sart. He has written also, 

The Pastoral Ministry 

You and Your Minister 

Christian Answers to War Questions. 
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His latest volume, “Calling Men for the 
Ministry” is $1.50, and may be ordered direct 
from Bethany Press, or through your book 
store. 

sk * ok 

“A Call to the Ministry,” by John T. Price, 
Waco, Texas, appears in the November, 1945, 
issue of The Presbyterian Tribune, page 29. 
It is worthy of study. 


The Dead Hand of Wait-Awhile 


A soldier, being released from the service, 
lists a “Mixed Bag of Goodbyes,” among 
them :— 

“Goodbye to that sluggish complacency in 
certain quarters which determined that urgent 
action must wait upon the Due Observance of 
Established Procedure. Of not all branches 
was this true. Many were good, and the na- 
tion can well be proud of them. But it can- 
not be proud of all that was done, or rather, 
left undone. 

“I hope a Commission can be organized— 
not a white-washing or head-hunting—but a 
group seeking to unearth what is wrong among 
nations, that could bring about this war, and 
make certain that the same thing will not hap- 
pen again; we as a nation, and as Christians, 
cannot afford to have the dead hand of Wait- 
Awhile lying on the throttle of man’s greatest 
need, spiritual progress! 


Event In Eternity 


Dr. Paul Scherer’s latest book, “Event in 
Eternity,’ issued by Harpers, is a series of lec- 
tures based on Isaiah, chapters 40 to 66, of 
which he says, “Nothing else speaks with more 
immediacy to the deep, underlying needs and 
hopes of our own generation.” 

In addition to the Introductory chapter: 
“The Lord’s Song in a Strange Land,” there 
are: five addresses:—. 

The Glory and Majesty of God. 
God In History. 

The Eternal Purpose. 

The God Who Would Be Man. 
The Divine Vocation. 

Available at your book dealer at two dol- 
lars. Dr. Scherer is now Associate Professor 
of Homiletics, Union Theological Seminary, 
New York. In the 25 years as pastor of Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity, 
New York City, he became known as one of 
the nation’s most gifted and versatile preach- 
ers. 


WA iw hd eR 


Page 19 


$8,000 Won at the Race Tracks, vs. 
1,200 Persons Won to Christ 


‘Bishop Lewis O. Hartman of the Methodist 
Church was reported by the Associated Press, 
Worcester, Mass., to have challenged news- 
paper editors to publish articles contrasting the 
social importance of $8,000 won 1n face- 
track gambling with the conversion of 1,200 
persons in a nearby area to Christianity—on 
the same day. 

Commenting later on the wide prominence 
given to the news of the winning of $8,614 
each by three daily-double ticket-holders at a 
New Hampshire race-track, the bishop pointed 
out that at approximately the same time 1,200 
persons decided “‘to enter actively into the 
Christian life.” “I shall be glad,” said Bishop 
Hartman in an address to the Boston Area 
School of Evangelism, ‘to offer a token award 
of $10 to any city editor in the United States 

who will be the first to admit to his columns 
a good first-page article showing the compara- 
tive value of $8,000 won at a race-track as 
against 1,200 persons won to Christ, within a 
radius of 50 miles of this city.” He continued, 
“I dare any city editor to show the compara- 
tive merits of the two, as they bear on our 
civilization, which at this very moment is tot- 
tering on the brink of destruction.” 


Educational Comics 


Six hundred thousand copies of the Com- 
plete Old Testament Edition of Picture Stor- 
ies from the Bible, retail 50c each, were re- 
ported sold as of November 1, 1945, by the 
editor and publisher, M. C. Gaines. 

The New Testament Edition, depicting the 
complete Life of Christ, advertised on page 
493 of the November, 1945, issue of The Ex- 
positor, offers the chronological story of the 
Life of Jesus, as told in the four Gospels, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, 96 pages, 
25c. If you, as a preacher and leader of young 
people, have not examined these books, we 
suggest you avail yourself of this offer. Obvi- 
ously, young people are buying them and read- 
ing them. A picture is still conceded the A-1 
priority position in teaching any subject. Re- 
ligious principles are absorbed by the young 
through the same mediums and in the same 
manner as any other lessons. Evidence of 
“Picture Sermons” as the transforming power 
in the lives of men is known to all of us. 
Dr. George Brown, the famous missionary to 
the Samoans, and other South Sea Islanders, 
credits his transformation from a careless, 
shiftless sailor into a zealous Christian mission- 
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ary to a “picture of daily living moving be- 


fore him in the persons of a devoted Christian — 


uncle and aunt.” In book form, the picture 


story is made available to many thousands | 


who have no means of absorbing the “living 
picture” in their daily lives. 
Mr. Gaines now announces a new series, 


“Picture Stories From American History,” and — 


predicts that “just as millions of American 


children gained a better knowledge of the old 
and the new Testaments through Picture Stor- 
ies From the Bible, so will millions of chil- 
dren gain increased knowledge of American 
History and the men and women who 
pioneered and made this country great.” The 
first edition of the series “Picture Stories 
from American History” is ready, retails at 
10c, full color, 56 pages, and covers the Period 
of Discovery and Exploration. 


Navy Chaplains Submit Opinion 


Representative W. Sterling Cole, Republi- — 


can of Bath, New York, asked Representative © 


Carl Vinson, Chairman of the House Naval 
Committee, for an investigation of a report, 
based on a letter from Tokyo by Navy Chap- 
lain Lawrence L. Lacour and published in sev- 
eral newspapers, that the Navy had set up a 


prophylaxis station for enlisted men in a | 


Japanese disorderly house. (A/P November 
27, 1945, Washington.) 

The following are quotations from Chap- 
lain Lacour’s letter, as printed in a Cosmo- 
politan city newspaper: 


“As a policy of venereal-disease control, the | 
Navy is permitting unrestricted access, by all 


men on liberty in the Yokosuka area, to dis- 
orderly houses where the venereal incidence is 
considered 100%. The control is the pro- 
phylaxis administered by naval corpsmen on 
duty in the houses. 

“At a meeting of the fleet medical officers 
on September 26th it was proposed that one 
large ‘house’ be opened and that a voluntary 
system of prophylaxis be available by placing 


a Navy-operated treatment station within the 


house. 

“Although some medical officers and two 
chaplains in attendance protested, it was stated 
by the senior medical officer that this was to be 
the policy, 

“Subsequently, the chaplains of the fleet met 
and submitted to the flag a memorandum that 
represented the unanimous opinion of the 
group. The action of the chaplains was jg- 
nored, and Sunday, October 7th, the Yokosuka 
house was opened to enlisted men, with geisha 
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Ouses permitted to accept the patronage of 
hiefs and officers.” 

Representative Cole’s comment to Chairman 
‘inson is quoted from the report as follows: 
While the regulation of such problems is 
revitably difficult, it is my view that the policy 
f the Navy Department to sponsor officially 
uch a house is neither in keeping with the 
raditional practices nor with the American 
ense of moral standards and conduct.’ 


listory of- Dutch East Indies 


Bernard H. M. Blekke, secretary-general- to 
ne Netherlands Government Historical Insti- 
ite in Rome, has written a brief history of 
he Dutch East Indies, entitled, The Story of 
be Dutch East Indies. 

Ministers will be interested in this popular 
ecital, published by Harper Bros., $3.00, as a 
asis for discussion and conclusions on a sub- 
ect of direct and peculiar interest to the Amer- 
‘am nation. 

Dr. Blekke’s account of the fortunes of the 
ast Indies is readable and refreshingly frank 
1 admitting the exploitations to which the na- 
ive peoples of these islands have been sub- 
scted under their various masters. A review 
2 a current publication says, ‘Increasingly 
uring the next 25 years the attention of the 
\merican people will be called to the South 
acific, where important issues will bé decided, 
robably upon as narrow a base of information 
s ever provided arguments. ... It may be a 
urprise to the average American reader to 
carn the long period under which the East 
ndies have been under the tutelage of Euro- 
eans, and it is not entirely the fault of the 
vasters that the people have made so little 
rogress in the arts of civilization.” 


‘rain Mama First 


“Children will start to attend school when 
hey are three to four years old in the school 
f tomorrow,” predicts a director of a Public 
ducation Association, according to newspaper 
eports, and bases that prediction on the draw- 
acks of the present custom of starting chil- 
ren to school at five or six, ‘when many 
hildren have already formed bad habits which 
re difficult to change.” 

Queries the reporter, ““O.K., so they sepa- 
ate Junior from his Mama for a large part 
f his waking day when he is only three years 
Id! That may be good for Junior, but who 
; going to figure out what to do with Mama, 
- she has her one or two (that is fast becom- 
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ing the popular-sized family) children around 
home for only three years? 

“Is anybody or any group of persons going 
to bother to show her what to do with her 
time? If not, we'll soon have a larger than 
usual group of idle, unhappy women who are 
potential trouble-makers. Of course, Mama, 
relieved of the job of training her child as 
soon as he reaches the advanced age of three, 
might be persuaded to have a larger family 
and put her mind to making home life more 
important. But, she'll have to be sold on the 
idea by somebody. 

“Perhaps it’s true that the most expedient 
method of giving children good training when 
they are young is to turn them over to persons 
particularly trained for the job, but wouldn’t 
it preserve Mama's rightful place and make 
for a more normal way of living, if we gave 
Mama the kind of education to fit her to be- 
come a competent mother, instead of just tell- 
ing her she is vo good, and snatching ‘her chil- 
dren away from her almost as soon as they 
can walk? 

“If we ate going to revise the educational 
system, why not start with the girls and see 
that they are taught HOW TO HANDLE the 
job that most of them will some day have, the 
job of HOME-making and training of chil- 
dren in that HOME?” 

Is this not a job, with roots deep enough, 
to warrant the attention of leaders of Chris- 
tian Churches ? 


Preaching Today 


Volume 6, complete 12 issues, 72 sermons, 
is still available in small numbers at this writ- 
ing. These were printed in groups of four 
issues, some in 1944, some in 1945, 

Volume 7, issues 1 through 4, are now 
available, and can be sent out promptly on 
current orders. There are 24 sermons in the 
unit of four issues :— 


1. Called to be Saints. 
2. Prayer for a World in Disorder. 
3. Land Mines and Booby Traps. 
4. The World in His Heart. 
5. We Are Not Alone. 
6. Things that Remain. 
7. Letter and Spirit. 
8. The God-Man Behind Great Men. 
9. The Inside of the Cup. 
10. Don’t Worry. 

11. Chins Up. 

12. Running the Race. 
13. A Faith That Sings. 

14. The Greatest of These. 
15. God and Pain. 

16. Calvary’s Armistice. 

17. The Hope of Salvation, 
18. Gold of That Land. 

19. If It Were Not So. 
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20. Translating the Call. 

21. Why Go to Church. 

22. The Fidelity of God. 

23. Things That Are God's. 

24. What Makes Christians Happy. 


The Minister’s Annual 
Volume 15 


Subscribers who have not secured volume 15 
in the series of The Minister's Annual, and de- 
site it, in combination with subscriptions, may 
have copies promptly upon the receipt of or- 
ders, while present stock lasts. The combina- 
tion fee is given on all order blanks. 

The volume contains a wealth of material, 
thought-stimulating and suggestive for sermon 
preparation. It has no time value. 


Meditations For the cele 


This is the title of a booklet of 16 pages, 
designed by the publishers, Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press, in response to a frequently ex- 
ptessed need for the sick. Definite specifica- 
tions required to make such a booklet accept- 
able seem to be embodied in this one: 

1. The message addressed to the sick,— 
those struggling with pain, fear, loneli- 
ness, anxiety, guilt,—all spiritual prob- 
lems. 

2. The message must be for the sick, not 
about the sick,—words of comfort, in- 
spiration, and prayer. 

3. The message, for the sick, must be easy 
to read, attractive in design, no pages to 
turn to complete a thought, opens and 
remains flat. 

Chaplain C. J. Scherzer, Protestant Deacon- 
ess Hospital, Evansville, Ind., long experienced 
in dealing with the sick, has done a good job 
in assembling the contents in this booklet, to 
meet the specifications. There is counsel on 
God’s Love, Pain, Confidence, Patience, 
Thoughts of Others, and Thanksgiving. Gift 
format, two colors, 25c each; $2.60 a dozen, 
from Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville 2, 
Tenn. 


Our Country’s Schools 


“The Public and Education,” a four-page 
bulletin, published monthly as a feature of The 
National Education Association, Research Div., 
says: 

According to 1942 data there were enrolled 
in all schools in the United States— 


683,124 children in kindergartens. 
19,673,376 children in elementary schools. 
6,923,538 in high schools. 
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We can take pride in our schools but such 
facts as these show much room for improve- 


ment. 

5 million or more children, ages 5-17, not in 
school (1940 U.S. Census). 

13 per cent of our adult population have not 
completed the 4th grade. ; 

Fewer students in colleges and universities than 
there are inmates of prisons, mental institu- 
tions, and almshouses. 


The January 1946 
Victory Clothing Appeal 


The Victory Clothing Collection Committee, 
100 Maiden Lane, New York 7, N. Y., needs 
your support. Pictures, information of any and 
all kinds relating to the collection may be se- 
cured at the above address, especially packing 
and shipping instructions. 


The “Unreached!” 


When a church leader talks about “reaching the 
unreached,” one may properly enquire whether he 
means “reaching the unreached” in the Church or 
outside? While. we must approve of sincere efforts 
of spreading the Good News, it is well to remember 
that more concern over the state of religion #n the 
Church and in ourselves would be the most persua- 
sive argument in the world as to the validity of our 
religion. Meanwhile it is well to avoid the hypoc- 


tisy of an assumption that all of us church people 
have been “reached,” while those outside the Church 
are “unreached,” even though many of them may be 
more truly, religious than we are.—James 
(Presbyterian Tribune). 


Myers 


— 


\ \ COLLECTION 
For Overseas Relief 

WHAT CAN YOU SPARE 

THAT THEY CAN WEAR? 


You befriended 25,000,000 war vic- 
tims through the clothing collection of 
last spring. Let’s Not Forget the 
Others . . . give coats, boots and shoes 
tied in pairs, dresses, underwear, suits, 
shawls, work shirts, sweaters, blankets, 
quilts, shirts, mufflers, caps, mittens to 
the Victory Clothing Collection for 
overseas relief. Don’t forget light- 
weight clothing is needed in the Philip- 
pines. 
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And Saul was consenting to his (Stephen's) 
death’ Acts 8:1... . It is hard for thee to 
kick against the goads” Acts 9:5. 


VER a fortune teller’s tent beside a high- 

way in upstate New York, used to hang 

a sign which began with these words, in 

arge letters, “Don’t read this if you are satis- 

led with life.” Here is a paraphrase of re- 

igion’s challege to every man. Are you sat- 
sfied with your life? 

Outwardly, I suppose, Saul of Tarsus seemed 


atisfied with the life of a respected and earnest. 


oung Pharisee, engaged in the task of perse- 
uting the Christians. When the men stoned 
tephen, they laid aside their outer garments at 
aul’s feet, and we are told that Saul was con- 
enting to his death. 

But inwardly, what a life of misery he must 
ave led from that moment. I dare say he 
ould never erase from his memory the look of 
tephen’s face, nor. crowd from his mind that 
oice that in death’s agony cried out, “Lord, 
ay not this sin to their charge.’ Paul’s life, 
rom that day to that other day when he came 
o a halt on the road to Damascus, must have 
een filled with what we may well call “‘crea- 
ive dissatisfaction.’ On that later day, the 
pirit of Christ said to him, “It is hard for 
hee to kick against the goads’’—and Saul must 
ave known all too well the meaning of those 
vords. His inner struggle must have been 
ery like that impatient but friutless effort with 
vhich the reluctant ox kicks against the goads 
vhich drive him in an unwelcome direction. 

If you are unhappy and dissatisfied with 
our life, will you not, honestly and candidly, 
sk yourself, and answer this question, “Am / 
‘icking against the goads?” Am I trying to 
lrive my life in a direction of which my own 
leeper and worthier self heartily disapproves? 


Jorwich, Conn, 


January, 1946 


THE PULPIT 
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GROWING PAINS OF THE 
RELIGIOUS LIFE 


CHARLES ROSS HODGES 


If you face this question frankly, you may well 
find that your unhappiness of the moment is 
God’s most fruitful gift to you. 

Here is a student facing the decision with 
regard to his life’s work. Before him open 
“the high way and the low.” There is the 
tempting and easy way, and there is that within 
him—as within all of us—which would seek 
that easy course. But, if he be a lad with the 
capacity for doing the larger work, his deeper 
desires can never be satisfied with anything less 
than the full use of all his faculties... He may 
choose the easy road—thousands have done so 
before him. But always his inner conscious- 
ness will be reminding him how hard it is to 
kick against the goads. 

Long run satisfaction does not come that 
way. Even the “rich young ruler’’ who sought 
Jesus’ counsel, “went away sorrowing,’ when 
he chose the easier road. Why? Because no 
one is ever completely comfortable and _ satis- 
fied with that journey. 

Someone with imagination has suggested that 
that rich young ruler may have been this same 
Saul, who later faced up so fully to the chal- 
lenge of life. Of course we have no warrant 
in fact for this, but it is certainly an appealing 
possibility. In any case, the rich young ruler, 
whether Paul or another, must have gone away 
to a torturing period of kicking against the 
goads; for we see him, even so briefly, as a 
youth too fine to be long satisfied with the life 
of low aim. 

Let us look in upon another life—not a 
youth, this time, but a man in the middle span 
of his years. This friend is one of those who, 
tempted and restless, complains that his wife 
does not understand him. The straying path 
beckons alluringly; yet basically he is a sound 
fellow. The ‘“goads’ of a deep and lasting 
loyalty are making him—and praise God for it! 
—desperately unhappy with his own cheapen- 
ing of himself. 
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We can only glimpse how large a measure of 
the world’s self pity, how much of its nervous 
and mental illness, stem from “kicking against 
the goads.”” Many a “weary” person (in his 
own diagnosis) is weary, not from hard work 
or arduous responsibilities, but from this con- 
stant state of argument against his own better 
self. It is hard—desperately hard—to kick 
against those goads! 

How can a man find his way out of this un- 
happy plight? In a word, stop living in a 
world of fantasy, accept reality. It is amazing 
how many persons, priding themselves on 
being realistic in most areas of life, look at 
themselves and their situations through the dim 
haze of fantasy. 

Look again at our student, tempted by the 
easy road. How alluringly he pictures to him- 
self the ease and prosperity of that road. But 
he does not accept the full picture of himself. 
We are often much finer folk than we think we 
are. There is that in most of us, however we 
seek to down it, which is never quite satisfied 
with anything less than our best. 

Or the man we looked at before; how he en- 
joys thinking of himself as a romantic youth! 
If he will but set aside his fantasy and see him- 
_self as he is, he will realize that the deep and 
abiding loyalties of his life are far more real 
and worthwhile to him than are the attitudes of 
the boy he was twenty years ago. 

Paul’s period of persecution against the 
Christians, if I understand him at all, is the 
working out of just such a fantasy. He re- 
fused to regard and accept those longings 
within him which went against his picture of 
himself as a great teacher and doctor of the 
law. He was certainly far from comfortable in 
that state. He was like a boy rushing down 
hill on a bicycle; he dared not try to stop. As 
is common in such cases, he ended with a ter- 
rific crash. 

But what of those of us who are tempera- 
mentally different from Paul—whose personal 
history does not include a Damascus road ex- 
perience? For such persons, the pricking of 
the goads may be more like a throbbing tooth- 
ache—a steady dissatisfaction with oneself. 
There is no greater unhappiness than that of 
being obsessed with the desire for happiness at 
all times, to be conscious of a thorn in the 
flesh and know not how to remove it. 

There is only one way to end that discom- 
fort; that is to accept reality. Accept, I mean 
to say, the reality of your own personality. Do 
not seek to convince yourself that you are sat- 
isfied with life at a low and unworthy level. 
The way to keep a machine in fit condition is 
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not to set it aside for the dust and the rust, but 
to use it. Almost every industry knows the 
perils of an idle plant. No more can you keep 
your mental and spiritual health by seeking to 
save up your powers in idleness. 

Having accepted this fact, what then is the 
road ahead? The one way in which life can 
go on satisfactorily and fruitfully is upon the 
basis of a powerful, single-hearted loyalty, like 
that which gripped Paul after the Damascus 
road.. Stripes—thirty-nine lashes on a bare 
back, on several occasions—shipwreck, bonds, 
the prospect of death itself—these could not 
erase the basic satisfaction in Paul’s life. That 
satisfaction rooted in the doing of a big task, 
and in giving his whole great self to that task. 

Looking now, in all earnestness and honesty 
at your life and mine, what is your answer to 
this question, “Can we give such a whole- 
hearted loyalty to the highest purposes to which 
we have thus far dedicated our lives?” Life, 
we shall increasingly find, never becomes sat- 
isfactory on the basis of any less worthy pur- 
pose. Picture a great, strapping football player, 
dressed in shoulderpads, helmet and so on, but 
outside the field and condemned to play hop- 
scotch with little girls. Is he happy? Many a 
person is doing just that with his life, and 
wondering why he is so persistently miserable! 

Do you remember those people who came up 
to John the Baptist and asked: ‘“What shall we 
do to be saved?” They knew all too well that 
something was lacking in their lives. And so 
do many today. 

Is it easy to go on living the “easy’’ way? 
These, and thousands of others today, will rise 
to testify that there is, in reality, nothing in 
human experience more uncomfortable and un- 
apogee than the socalled “easy” way of 
ife. 

Are you uncomfortable with your present: 
self? That sense of dissatisfaction may mean. 
the opening up of immense possibilities. “It is 
hard for thee to kick against the goads’—and_ 
that very sense of discomfort is the “growing 
pains” of life. “Growing pains’ ‘is not, I 
know, a correct medical term; but it expresses a 
deep reality of human experience. . 

I think of a young man of some ability who” 
started upon a medical career. It proved too. 
difficult for him, and he took the ‘“‘easy way.” 
He is now in a rather comfortable position; 
but I often wonder if he is happy today, know-. 
ing as he must that his best abilities are on the’ 
shelf, gathering dust. 

Take your growing pains seriously! The only 
known cure for growing pains is to grow. Paul, 
on the Damascus road, stepped up into a fuller 
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Shere of life—and thereby ended the torture 
f partly living. 

How about you? Are you living up to your 
est possibilities? Your life challenges you to 


do so, to end kicking against the goads, to be- 
come the man or woman God meant you to be, 
and that you know in your heart you want 
to be! 


——_>__. 


THE HOUSE NOT MADE WITH HANDS 


A. GORDON NASBY 


"ext: Heb. 13:14. “Here we have no con- 
tinuing city, but we seek one to come.” 


E retired at fifty. Every morning he 

played a round of golf after which he 

had his lunch. Each afternoon he dozed 
little and read a little and then finished out 
he day with a routine of trival things. It was 
yard to get him interested in anything or en- 
rage him for service to another. His great 
logan was, ‘A man must keep fit.’ A friend 
yf his says he often wantéd to ask, “Fit for 
what ?”’ 

The position of many in life has been 
ikened to the ship on the ocean which, upon 
yeing signaled, “Whither bound?” replies, 
‘Nowhere.” The Christian says, “Life has a 
surpose.’” We should be astonished if the 
sreat drama being played about us was alto- 
gether a mocking farce. A skeptical writer 
said some years ago that we ought not be 
roubled about death. In our unwillingness to 
die; he said, we were no better than a lot of 
peevish children, who, having played outdoors 
all day, were unwilling to come in at eventide. 
You might hasten to add that children are 
called in at the close of day with a purpose. 

After many years as editor of one of the 
world’s most brilliant reviews of religion, 
theology and philosophy, L. P. Jacks com- 
mented on the striking fact that he had re- 
ceived very few articles on the subject of im- 
mortality. The editor of a highly respected 
American periodical of preaching has accused 
the modern pulpit of being squeamish on the 
subject of immortality. 

The brave Kai Munk, who was done away 
with by the Nazi Gestapo in Denmark in 1944, 
preached with such power and insight as to 
mark him as one of the truly great Christians 
of modern times. “We are steeped to our necks 
in materialism,’ he says in one of his last 
sermons, ‘“‘and we haven't the slightest faith in 
the word of Christ that the soul is of greater 
importance than the body.” The great Danish 
preacher and dramatist was not far wrong in 
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his accusation. The modern temper is reflected 
in the hesitant voice of the Church on the life 
hereafter. An age that had distinguished it- 
self for being so worldly is hardly one from 
which we might expect to hear again the vic- 
tory chant of the early Christians. The social 
mind of our generation is prejudiced against 
talk of immortality and dismisses it as so much 
wishful thinking or dreaming of “pie in the 
sky.” “At the same time, it is not clear,” says 
E. L. Allen, “why we should applaud the per- 
son who seeks security against all other fears 
and condemn him who also seeks security in 
face of death.” 

To imagine that the survival of the soul is 
a matter to which we are utterly indifferent is 
to ignore facts. “No philosophy of life “is 
worth a moment's consideration,’ says John 
Baillie, “which is not founded on the full 
realization that all human life inevitably comes 
to an end. This is something that the great 
philosophers have often almost deliberately 
shut out of their minds.” 

During the first World War, Henri Bergson, 
the late French philosopher, and Lord Balfour 
came to America to enlist the aid of America 
in the cause of the allies. After a meeting in 
New York, they retired to the home of Mr. 
Choate where they engaged in a long discus- 
sion. Asked later the subject of their conver- 
sation, Mr. Choate replied, “Immortality.” 
Ralph Connor, a major in the first World War 
and a veteran of two years in the trenches, 
came back saying he had never met a man who 
did not believe in immortality. However, it 
would be too much to say that the minds of 
moderns are much occupied with their survival 
after death, except in brief moods of grief and 
anxiety. The whole temper of our day is such 
as to allow us little concern about what fol- 
lows death. The Church is to be rebuked for 
having surrendered its original boldness in de- 
claring its faith. 

The monk Paulinus was at the court of Ed- 
win, King of Northumbria, in 627, according 
to the Venerable Bede. There the monk en- 
deavored to persuade the king to accept the 
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Christian religion. The king was undecided 
until one of his warriors addressed him in 
those now famous and moving words: ‘The 
present life of man upon the earth, O King, 
seems to me, in comparison to the time which 
is unknown to us, like to the swift flight of a 
sparrow through that house wherein you sit at 
supper in winter with your ealdormen and 
thegns, while the fire blazes in the midst, and 
the hall is warmed, but the wintry storms of 
rain or snow are raging abroad without. The 
sparrow, flying in at one door and immediately 
out at another, whilst he within is safe from 
the wintry tempest; but after a short space of 
fair weather he immediately vanishes out of 
your sight, ‘passing from winter into winter 
again. So this life of man appears for a little 
while, but of what is to follow or what went 
before we know nothing at all. If therefore 
the new doctrine tells us something more cer- 
tain, it seems justly to deserve to be followed.” 
Edwin was persuaded to receive Baptism. The 
modern world is not as easily convinced by the 
Christian message. 

The New Testament does not accept this life 
as an end in itself. It refers to man as a pil- 
grim and a stranger here. It speaks of the 
world as society organized apart from God— 
and in effect, bids man keep his eye on the 
world lest he be trapped and destroyed. 

Our culture has its exponents who have come 
to consider it indiscreet to remind us that life 
is short. Jesus kept the reminder betore Him. 
Note Jesus as He moves freely and cordially 
among folk. His eager, enthusiastic nature 
suggests the thought that He made Himself 
forego much in which He had a natural in- 
terest, simply because time forced quick choices 
upon Him. A highly-respected theological pro- 
fessor visiting our home, fell to discussing new 
books. “I am past sixty,’’ he explained, ‘‘and 
have decided I must choose only selected books 
for my reading in the few years that remain.” 
His observation can be recommended for all, 
not alone in the field of reading, but in the 
spending of all our time and skills. The great- 
est failures often occur where men fail to 
make a wise choice of vocation, how they spend 
their leisure time and what associations they 
cultivate. No activities in our day should 
merit a priority over God. Life is simply too 
short to allow ourselves to submit to every 
whim. 

Shakespeare denounced time as a thief, a 
robber, and a vandal. Charles Lamb, in his 
essay on ‘New Year's Eve,”’ declares that until 
a man is thirty he scarcely ever understands the 
fragility of life—though he might even preach 
‘a homily upon it! If, however, he,yis a wise 
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man, after thirty, or thereabouts, he begins to 
grudge the expenditure of time as a miser does 
his farthings. An older generation may have 


‘learned better than we that Christianity sub- 


tracts from our lives the irrelevant and incon- 
sequential. 

A Persian prince, so the story goes, agreed to 
divide his life into four decades. He would 
spend the first in’ travel. His plan alloted the 
last three decades, in order, to the affairs of the 
state, friendship and God. However, he did 
not live beyond the first. Good intentions are 
not enough. “Seek ye the Lord while He may 
be found, call ye upon Him while He is near,” 
was the sound advice of Isaiah. 

All about us are reminders of men who pass 
out of life with purposes broken and plans 
unfulfilled. We ought not to conclude from 
life’s brevity that it is to no purpose or its de- 
cisions are without their lasting effect. In fact, 
it is staggering to consider how greatly we have 
been influenced by others. Our influence, too, 
is of immense concern and of such a nature as 
to call us to high and holy living. Dr. Donne, 
a great preacher of an earlier generation, who 
became Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 
went through life sadly because, before he be- 
came a clergyman, he had written a book of 
lascivious poetry, and he was afraid the poetry 
would go on corrupting youth as long as the 
English tongue was spoken. There is an im- 
mortality of influence. Elements of our con- 
duct may have a significance all out of propor- 
tion to what we think is the importance of our 
lives. 

Having a sense of what is vital is our need. 
As our fighters in the war approached the lines 
of modern battle they often were astonished to 
find a strange quiet settling about them. AIL 
the noises, except those vital to battle, seemed 
to die away. They heard clearly the whine of 
the sniper’s bullet, the approaching shells, and 
the sound of their own anti-aircraft guns from 
which they were informed of the whereabouts 
of enemy planes. Other confusing noises, how- 
ever, seemed to vanish. 

The Christian man has such an approach to 


life. Vital matters stand out. The trivial onel 
fade. Jesus Christ guides us to important 
things. “The great use of life,” said William 


James, “is to spend it for something that will 
outlast it.” 

A visitor to Holland attended church serv- 
ices soon after the liberation of the Dutc 
people in 1944. Picking up a hymn book in 
the pew, he turned to the Apostle’s Cree 
where he found the words “the resurrection o 
the body, and the life everlasting” underlined 
in red. It is hardly difficult to guess why. 
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hatever may happen to be the theological 
90d of the moment, the authentic position of 
st-generation Christianity is clear. Founders 
the early church did not hesitate to claim 
at in Christ they were complete victors over 
ath. “O death, where is thy sting?’ they 
ked, ““O grave where is thy victory?” 
When the Church again becomes a decisive 
ice it will be a Church which has recovered 
surance of victory over death. ‘I am the 
surrection and the life:’’ said Jesus, ‘he that 
ee in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
» live. 
A return to faith in everlasting life is not 
irrelevant as might be supposed. Our be- 
fs regarding eternal life have an all-impor- 
nt bearing on life on this earth. ‘From be- 
f in life everlasting, if men really believe it,” 
ys D. R. Davies, “will spring a new temporal 
fe, a new birth of freedom, when govern- 
ent of the people, by the people and for the 
Ople shall not perish from the earth.” In 
same vein Edwin Lewis says, “It is the man 
ho is sure of his heaven who knows what 
tth he wants.’ He adds, “if there is to be a 


transformation on earth it is because there has 
also taken place a transformation of heaven.” 

If man ts to Oppose new compulsions that 
threaten him he will need a conviction that he 
is an eternal being created by God for a divine 
purpose which is in no sense exhausted here. 
Only as a man is eternal will he be able to re- 
sist an un-Christian order. 

Writing about the breakup of the old Roman 
world Lewis Mumford says, “Christianity con- 
centrated on that which the Romans refused to 
face; the inevitability of their disintegration as 
a society and of their death as individuals . . . 
This faith was at home in the presence of 
death: its eyes shone with a starry hope when 
those of other creeds were dim with tears.”’ 

After World War I there was what was 
described as ‘‘a rather crude affirmation of a 
life after death.” What will occur in the years 
ahead is difficult to forecast. However, those 
who concede authority to the teachings of Jesus 
Christ will affirm their faith “in the life ever- 
lasting” and their faith will be translated into 
betterment of our society. 


ee 


\ CITY THAT REAPED AS IT SOWED 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS 


VRE 13:34-35. 


'N the city we think of the open spaces of 
_ the country side; in the country we think of 
" the beauty and the greatness of the city. 
ot unexpected, therefore, is the lament over 
tusalem which Jesus speaks while walking 
ith His disciples through the hills of Galilee. 
e says: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which 
lleth the prophets, and stonest them that are 
nt unto thee; how often would I have 
thered thy children together, as a hen doth 
ther her brood under her wings, and ye 
ould not! Behold, your house is left unto 
uu desolate.” 

We find no difficulty in seeing three mighty 
cts sent forth in this lament. These words 
veal the deep and eternal longing in the heart 
God for the salvation of man. God cares 
t Jerusalem, and for our city. These words 
clare that this divine longing is being de- 
ated by the willful sin of men. This keeps 
| happening; and therefore we preach, and 
erefore we work, and therefore we pray. 
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These words also portray the dreary desolation 
that results in the defeat of divine love by 
man’s sin. That always produces desolation. 

But in another sense, this lament is the 
epitaph of Jerusalem. And like the epitaph 
upon some slab of marble erected over the 
grave of an individual, so this epitaph upon the 
headstone soon to be placed over a city’s grave, 
brings before us both the good and the bad, the 
triumph and the tragedy in the life of the city 
towards which the eyes of Christ are turned. 

In this lament I see the saga of a city that 
lasted more than a thousand years. From the 
days of Abraham when a rock defended town 
precariously perched upon the summit of a 
commanding hill to the hour when the Roman 
standards were carried through the break in the 
stone wall, Jerusalem had been the constant 
recipient of divine favor. Its glory has been 
distinct from that of every other city about 
which the poets have sung, and for whose pres- 
etvation soldiers have fought. Its peoples have 
loved it with an affection that has extended far 
beyond its material boundaries, and reached 
folks in far distant lands many centuries after 
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the city itself perished. In its long record 
there are many chapters which stand forth like 
tall mountain peaks. Hiram, sovereign of 
Tyre, contributed much for its adornment, and 
the queen of Sheba travelled from the southern 
plains of Africa to behold its glory. When 
David, its poet laureate sang of its greatness, he 
threaded its material magnificance with its 
spiritual significance to make them seem one. 

“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us 
go into the house of the Lord. 

“Our foot shall stand within thy gates, O 
Jerusalem... 

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they shall 
prosper that love thee... .” 

“As the mountains are round about Jerusa- 
lem, so the Lord is round about His people 
from henceforth and forever.” 

Here in Jerusalem Isaiah taught the deepest 
concerns of earth and heaven; 

‘He was wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed... .” 

“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, 
call ye upon him while he is near; let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 

Here amid the hills of Jerusalem, Jeremiah 
wept out the love of the Lord: 

“The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, 
saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an ever- 
lasting love: therefore with loving kindness 
have I drawn thee.” 

In Eastern Mesopotamia, Daniel opened his 
western windows toward this city of Zion, and 
regularly, three times daily, he prayed to the 
God of whose love he had been assured in 
Jerusalem, daring to pray despite the threat of 
lions, and huddled along the sloping soil of the 
dark, sluggish waters, heart-broken exiles 
sobbed : 

“By the waters of Babylon, yea, we wept, 
when we remembered Zion . . . 

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right 
hand forget her cunning. . 

“If I do not remember thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not 
Jerusalem above my chief joy.” 

To rescue the city from alien arms, many 
centuries later, a whole series of crusades were 
fought, the only means discovered for the uni- 
fication of European states in their entire his- 
tory; and one of the great leaders of these Cru- 
sades was dying on the hill in Carthage from 
which Hannibal once set forth to harass Rome. 
And as he died, there in Carthage, St. Louis 
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requested that his face be turned towards Jei 
usalem, and as he went out of this world, 

murmured with accents of love: “O Jerusalem 
O Jerusalem.” : 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem’’—a city that Gox 
has favored, and a city which men have loves 
—the tale of this city is the sage of a thou 
sand years. 

But the epitaph of this city which describe 
the yearning of the Lord for the salvation o 
its people declares another truth—the sin o 
men defeated the plan of God. The tale o 
Jerusalem is the story of a thousand tragit 
years, when the people of the proud capita 
both killed the prophets of God and stoned t 
death those sent to rebuke the sin and th 
sinners. ) 

Over and over again its people sold thea 
divine heritage for a mess of stale porridg 
turned from living fountains to broken cis 
terns which hold no water, and forsook tht 
living God for idols of stone and wood ang 
clay. The chorus, applicable to ruler as wel 
as ruled, occurred with increasing frequency 
“He did that which was evil in the sight ol 
the Lord; and the enemy dwelt in the land 
The burden heavy on the heart of Habakkul 
was shared by prophets long before his time 
and known as well by spokesmen from Gox 
long after his day: “Spoiling and violence are 
before me: and there are that raise up strife 
Therefore, the law is slacked 
and judgment doth never go forth: for th 
wicked doth compass about the righteous 
therefore wrong judgment proceedeth.” 

For these and similar sins the people of thi 
city were led forth into captivity that lastec 
more than a generation, and which succeedec 
in uprooting idolatry from the habits of th 
people. But sin thwarted in one directiot 
turns in another, and great waters held bact 
in one road soon discover for themselves an 
other oath. When the people came home agait 
to build the city whose ruins were sickening 
they were hardly better, for the final cry fron 
God to them by the lips of Malachi, saw thi 
same tragedy: “Will a man rob God? Bu 
ye have robbed me. . . . Ye are cursed witl 
a curse, even this whole nation.” 

And so Jesus, walking with a little grou 
of men in Galilee, in the hearts of every on 
of whom lives a goodly love for Jerusalem 
says: O Jerusalem, which killeth the prophet 
and stonest them that are sent unto thee: hoy 
often would I have gathered thy children tc 
gether, as a hen doth gather her brood unde 
her wings and ye would not! Behold, you 
house is left unto you desolate.” 
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In these words which the Lord spoke con- 
ring a city in His day, is there not an 
plication universal, personally, for all na- 
ns, direct for every man? Surely, else why 
e emphasis upon this statement by both 
ike and Matthew? 

There is in every land a Jerusalem. There 
in every heart a Jerusalem. Our nation and 
ery nation has been divinely favored. To us 
id to all people have come showers of bless- 
g from the reservoirs of God. The Lord 
is been the one ally whose loyalty and love 
¢ have never once doubted. In war and in 
ace, in prosperity and in depression, the Lord 
is been near at hand. We cannot count our 
essings, begin to name them one by one, for 
ey are too great. What has been our na- 
nal experience is not unlike the national ex- 
rience of those who claim allegiance to other 
igs. As with the nation, so with the per- 
nal life. The goodness of God exceeds not 
uly our deserving (we deserve nothing save 
od’s wrath and curse) but even our concep- 
yn of the length and breadth and depth and 
sights to which divine love could possibly 
avel. 

There is a tale of tragedy in every national 
ory. Sin makes the greatest die. 


‘Voices are crying from the dust of Tyre, 
From Baalbec and the stones of Babylon: 


‘We raised our pillars upon Self Desire 
And perished from the large gaze of the sun.’ 


“Eternity was on the pyramid 
And immortality on Greece and Rome; 
But in them all the ancient traitor hid, 
And so they tottered like unstaple foam. 


“There was no substance in their soaring hopes; 
The voice of Thebes is now a desert cry: 

A spider bars the road with filmy ropes 
Where once the feet of Carthage thundered by. 


“A bittern blooms where once fair Helen laughed: 
A thistle nods where once the Forum poured; 
A lizard lifts and listens on a staff 
Where once of old the Colosseum roared. 


“No house can stand, no kindom can endure, 
Built on the crumbling rock of sinful ire. 

Nothing is living stone—nothing is sure 
That is not cleansed in Righteous Fire.” 

There is likewise a tear of anguish in every 
human life. Sin makes the highest hopes, the 
finest thoughts, the greatest hearts, sicken, 
weaken, languish and die. 

There is a hand that will keep nations and 
men steady. That hand is the same hand that 
reached out to save Jerusalem. It is the hand 
of Jesus reached out to save our nation, and 
to save its people, to save me, and to save you. 
Holding that hand, we are lifted above deso- 
lation to a house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens, but habitable here and now. 


————»_—_— 


LIFE’S TRANSFORMING DISCOVERY 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 


ext: Gen. 28:16-17. 
God Is Inescapable. 


E are living in the dawn of the atomic 

age, but aside from this fact we are no 

wiser to begin with than the young man 
icob who lived at the beginning of the neo- 
thic age. For, like Jacob, when we get into 
ouble we suppose that we can solve our dif- 
ulties by running away from them. Jacob 
the classic example of this sort of stupidity. 
Not only in this regard but in general he was 
much like you and me. To begin with, he 
as attractive and alert, well endowed with 
th mental powers and personal charm, and 
yssessed of innate shrewdness and physical 
sise. His twin brother, Esau, was lackadaisical 
»make-up, uncouth in habits, and repelling in 
ypearance, in short, the black sheep of the 
mily. Yet, superior as Jacob was to Esau, 
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the cards were stacked against him. By a 
curious fate Esau, the graceless and ill-looking, 
was born first and therefore entitled to the 
birthright and the paternal blessing. But Jacob, 
unwilling to be outdone by the mere handicap 
of being born second, and in time aided and 
abetted by the cunning and favoritism of Re- 
bekah, his mother, determined to seek a new 
deal, even if he had to take things into his own 
hands to execute it. 

So Jacob pitted his wily. strategems against 
the profane and unsuspecting Esau. First, he 
enticed Esau with a steaming dish of lamb 
stew and lentils—and what a temptation this 
was, we, who have but recently weathered the 
wat’s worst meat shortage can readily appre- 
ciate—and because he was weaty and famished 
from a run through the hills, Esau willingly ex- 
changed his birthright for a mere mess of 
potage. Then after a time, while Esau was on 
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the hunt for venison to serve Isaac their 
father, Jacob pulled the wool over the old 
man’s eyes, now almost blind, and deceiving 
him, received the paternal blessing that right- 
fully belonged to the first-born son, his twin 
brother, Esau. It was an outright doublecross 
and Esau was not that dumb not to see it. He 
became filled with wrath and vowed to slay 
Jacob for his treachery. And Jacob, fearful for 
his safety, sought to solve his troubles by run- 
ning away from them. 

Nowhere does the Old Testament paint for 
us a more heart-rending picture than the ensu- 
ing scene of Jacob running away from himself 
and the trouble he had caused. At last, weary 
and footsore, he falls to the earth on the rock- 
ribbed slopes of Bethel, and gathering his cloak 
about him rests his heavy head on a stone, and 
alone under the star-spangled heavens drops 
asleep. But it is not a restful sleep. It is a 
sleep of strange and awesome dreams, the 
heavens opening, a ladder rising from his pil- 
lowed head to the throne of God, and angels 
ascending and descending thereupon. Suddenly 
the young man awakes. Morning has come. 
Jumping to his feet, he doesn’t shrug his shoul- 
ders and say, “Oh, well, it was only a dream.” 
Rather, he stoops down and stands the stone 
upright. Then he takes his cruse of oil and 
anoints it saying, ‘Surely the Lord is in this 
place; and I knew it not.” 

That was Jacob’s first discovery but it was 
not the one that transformed him. He thought 
he had run away from trouble, from the con- 
demning voice of conscience, from the Seeing 
Eye of God. He discovered that no matter 
how far he ran he could never escape the pres- 
ence of the Lord nor elude the consequences of 
his own actions. 

In his book, MR. BRITTLING SEES IT 
THROUGH, H. G. Wells states this truth 
in words of utter clarity: ‘Religion is the first 
thing and the last thing, and until a man has 
found God and been found by God, he begins 
at no beginning, he works to no end.” If I 
may be frank, you and I will never get to first 
base in this atomic age until we make this same 
discovery and govern ourselves accordingly. 


II. God Is Nigh. 


In the days when it was more customary than 
it is today for people to discuss their religious 
experiences with one another, a certain preacher 
once asked an old lady who was quite deaf, 
“Sister, have you got religion ?”’ 

“Yes,” she replied with a vigorous nod, 
“T’'ve had touches of it.” 

Jacob could have given that answer, and that 
without perjuring his soul one iota, but as he 
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stood by that upraised pillar on the slopes 0 
Bethel he suddenly realized that touches of th 
divine Presence were not enough. In tha 
realization he made his second great discovery 
namely that not only is God inescapable bu 
also everywhere-present, even nigh unto th 
place where he was, and that no life is eve 
complete or at peace that is lived without God 
This discovery made Jacob afraid, and he said 
‘How dreadful is this place!” 

I daresay you know only too well how Jacol 
felt at that moment, his unbrotherly treatmen 
of Esau exposed as the scurvy villany it was 
and his pride of soul condemned by the Unseer 
Presence of the Lord. Have not you and I only 
too frequently been found cornered in similai 
manner by the avenging wrath of a righteout 
and holy God? We know just what the writei 
to the Hebrews meant when he said, “It is z 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the liv 
ing God.” 

But God be thanked, Jacob fell into the 
hands of the living God rather than into the 
hands of his brother Esau! For Esau would 
surely have killed him without mercy, and as if 
turned out God so transformed the heart of 
Jacob that years later when the brothers mei 
again Jacob sought reconciliation through lav. 
ish gifts of restitution, and gained peace in 
stead of enmity. Thus, terrible as it is to come 
face to face with the holy presence of the Lord. 


‘in the end it means life and joy and blessing 


Strangely enough, it is a descendant of Jacob, 
Milton Meyer, who pointed out some time 
back, that herein lies the secret to the success 
or failure of our lives: “The men who estab. 
lished this nation spent three hours every Sun. 
day listening to prophets like Jonathan Ed. 
wards preach on goodness, and then went home 
and thought about it. They were interested ir 
being good because they thought that some day 
they would be judged. But their descendants 
having denied the existence of goodness and 
the coming judgment, are not interested ir 
being good, but in getting by.” 

Do I hear you say, “Yes, that’s me. I’m fed 
up on this business of being good. What doe: 
it really get you? I’m out to get all I can anc 
I'm’ going to get by, too.” Of course, that’ 
quite heroic for you to take that stand, foi 
you're driving head on into the immutable law: 
of the universe. 

Some of you may be minus an arm or a le; 
due. to accident or war. You can bear me ou 
when I say there are times when you feel at 
itch or an ache in that hand or foot that ne 
longer exists. It is so real you reach to scratch 
it, and you are apt to be irritated by this decep 
tion, until you realize that without this physio 
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logical consciousness of your lost foot or hand 
you would never be able to walk or work with 
an artificial limb. 

In an equally profound degree, you and I 
were created with the consciousness of God. If 
we choose to ignore it or stifle it, we do so 
only to be left helpless and forsaken amid life’s 
“dance of plastic circumstance.” 

If, like Jacob, we stand in holy fear before 
the Lord who is roundabout us, we too shall 
be on the way to that transforming discovery 
which brought Jacob at last into his distinctive 
destiny: 


UI. For God Is Able. 


As I talk about Jacob’s transforming discov- 
ery, I am certain that some ot you are frankly 
dubious. You quite likely have discovered that 
you can’t run away from God, and you doubt- 
less have found yourself troubled and afraid in 
the presence of the Lord who demands ‘‘clean 
hands, a pure heart, and a soul that has not 
lifted itself up unto vanity nor sworn deceit- 
fully.” But alas! Northing has happened to 
turn your despair to hope, your deteat to vic- 
tory. Let me assure you nothing will happen 
until you make the transforming discovery 
which crowned Jacob’s experience long ag 
For, as he contemplated his awesome dream 
and added up its implications, he suddenly dis- 
covered that God was nigh to help him with 
power to redeem him. In the hallowed stillness 
of that unforgettable dawn he cried: ‘This is 
none other but the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven.” True, Jacob comprehended 
but dimly the transforming power of the 
Eternal, but he discovered then and there that 
God was able to place in his hands the re- 
sources of spiritual power whereby he could 
become a changed man. I am not saying that 
Jacob became a saint; I am saying that there- 
after he became the man whom God was able 
to use for the unfolding of His holy purposes. 
And I will say further, that if you can make 
this same discovery, that God cares for you, 
and that God is able to give you power to cast 
off the sin that so easily besets you, to eschew 
evil and unworthiness, and to choose honor, 
purity, truth, fidelity, righteousness, in a word, 
salvation, then life for you will be forever dif- 
ferent—now and from this moment on. This 
is life’s transforming discovery. 

“But how,” you ask, ‘‘can I be sure of what 
you are saying?’ You can be sure, because in 
the fulness of time the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, with 
the intent that “as many as received him, to 
them gave He power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on His name.” 
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“But,” you interrupt, “how can I receive thi 
ower?” For answer let me quote the words 0: 
the Son of God, Himself: ‘Ask, and it shall b 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, anc 
it shall be opened unto you.” Are you afraic 
to ask? Are you weary of seeking? Are yot 
fearful lest your knocking at the gate of heaver 
will disturb the peace of God? I read the othe 
day of the man who called his doctor and sat¢ 
meekly, “Doctor, this is Mr. Henpeck. My wif 
just dislocated her jaw. If you're out this wa 
next week or the week after, you might drop it 
and see her.” You may be sure God is not im 
pressed, if our asking is no more importunat 
than that. The song-genius of Methodism 
Charles Wesley, indicated the manner of ou: 
asking: 

With confidence I now draw nigh, 

And, “Father, Abba, Father,” cry. 

If you will thus draw nigh, my friend, ang 
ask for the mercy and power of God, knowin; 
that He is “able to do exceeding abundantll 
above all that you ask or think,” you too, wil 
have power from on High and you will knov 
the victory that overcometh the world. 

Living so long before Jesus lived, Jacol 
made but stumbling strides towards the gate o 
heaven. Even so, you and I are not so blin 
as not to see how God transformed his soul 
Perhaps we can best see this power at work if 


the life of that other recalcitrant son, the Prodi 


gal. When he came to himself, that is, wher 
he discovered that God was nigh to deliver hin 
from the pit, he rushed back to his father’ 
house. His father would not listen to hi 
speech of self-condeinnation but said, “Brin; 
forth the best robe and put it on him; and pu 
a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. . . 
lor this my son was dead, and is alive again 
he was lost, and is found.” Just so the powe 
of the living God can transform you and me 
until we have become new creatures by fait! 
in the Son of Gud, and the old things ar 
passed away, and behold, all things are becom 
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The Servant’s Feet 
IT Sam. 9:7. “TI will surely show thee kina 
ness,”’ 


A picture of what the author calls “the re: 
Richard Mansfield” is presented by the authe 
of ‘Perhaps I Am,” a book full of discrim 
nating observations told in an arresting style. 
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When the author had luncheon with the 
actor it was a day of heavy rain. Just as the 
two began dinner in the actor’s hotel sitting- 
room, word was brought that a messenger 
was downstairs with a “rush” telegram. As 
Mansfield took the dispatch his eye fell on the 
badly worn pair of shoes which the lad had 
on his feet; and he said to the boy: “Your 
feet are soaking wet, aren’t they?” 

“Yes, sir,” the boy faltered out; for he was 
so surprised to be addressed by this famous 
man that he could hardly speak. 

Helping the lad to remove his rubber coat, 

the actor hung it over a chair. Then he 
placed the astonished boy in a chair before 
the open fire, and said, “Sit right there.” 
He then dropped on his knees before the lad, 
removed a shoe, and rubbed it in a towel se- 
cured from the bathroom. ‘Give me the other 
foot,” said he, when the first had been rubbed 
dry. 
The valet was hastily summoned, and Mans- 
field told the amazed man to take one of the 
boy’s shoes to the nearest shoe-store, and match 
it for size, and secure a pair of good, strong 
shoes—'‘Better make it two pair,” he added. 

Then Mansfield realized that he had not ar- 
ranged for stockings. Going into the adjoin- 
ing room, he came out with two pairs of silken 
ones. Said he, “they're big for you, son, but 
you can get home in them, and then your 
mother can give them to your father.’ The 
boy was too dazed to speak. 

When the shoes came, Mr. Mansfield slipped 
on one pair, had the boy stand up, and de- 
clared them to be a “perfect fit.” Said he: 
“Your feet won’t get wet in those, son.” 

The valet was instructed to wrap the other 
pair up in a box, and the delighted boy was 
told to take them home with him. The lad 
was also helped into his coat by the valet. 

Mansfield then signed the slip, gave it to the 
boy, and said, as he also handed him a bill: 
“And a dollar for you. Not for your com- 
pany, but for you, just for you, see?” 

“Yes sir,’’ was the answer. The writer 
closes the story with these words: ‘‘And the 
boy edged toward the door. He was too over- 
come to say thank you, but as he reached the 
door he turned his face on Mansfield, and such 
a loving glance as came from that boy must 
have repaid the actor more than the spoken 
wotd which would not come!” 


I Can See! 
John 9: 25. 
see,” 
The world became a wonderland to Edna 
Goddard, of Bellaire, Ohio, on an October 
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: 
day in 1931. Edna was nine years old, a 
had been blind all her life owing to a doubl 
cataract. 

Then a number of people in the com 
munity became interested in this blind girl 
and Dr. Leo Covert began to use his skill of 
the patient. 

‘T can see!’ she joyfully exclaimed whet 
the bandages were removed. Can you imagint 
how strange the world appeared to her: 
“Everything seems so funny,” she gleefully re 
marked. “Even mamma seemed different be 
fore,” she added. 

Evidently the little girl was a close observer 
for she soon said: “I didn’t know that eye 
were of different colors. Everything. is s¢ 
bright and different. It’s wonderful!” Thi 
girl was now able to appreciate something ol 
the beauty of the great world in which she 
had been living in darkness. 

Many things, however, had to be learned 
She knew the names of tables, chairs and othe 
objects in the home, and could tell what a 
were when she touched them. But she di 
not recognize them by sight. 

What a happy moment it must have beef 
for that girl when she could first say, “I cat 
see!’ One of the greatest of blessings in life 
is sight. 


Helped to Answer 


His Mother’s Prayers 

I Sam. 1:27. “For this ...I prayed; and thi 
Lord hath given me my petition which | 
asked of Him.” 


The tollowing incident is related by Stuar 
Nye Hutchinson, D.D., in his attractive vol 
ume, “The Voice Within Us,” published b 
Fleming H. Revell Company: 

“Years ago I knew a young man who wa 
one of the greatest athletes of his day. H 
was a four-letter man in one of our bigges 
universities, and was captain in his senior yea 
of both the football and the baseball teams 
After he had finished his college course h 
went to the theological seminary to study fo 
the ministry. When he was about to graduat 
there he received two offers. One was to— 
little church at a small salary. The other wa 
a contract to pitch for one of the teams in th 
National League for ten times the salary h 
had been offered to preach. He declined th 
baseball offer and went to his little church. 

“Years after I met the father of this youn 
man. He said: Let me tell you how Charle 
came to go into the ministry. You knoy 
there were a lot of boys in our home, an 
their mother used to pray every day that on 
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of them would be a minister. Well, the older 
boys grew up and finished college and went 
into business and law until there was no one 
but the youngest left. He said to me one 
day: ‘Father, I am the only one left to answer 
mother’s prayers. I am going to the theo- 
logical seminary’.”’ 

‘T think that is one of the finest stories I 
have ever heard. Do you know of any bet- 
ter way for boys and girls to show their love 
and gratitude to their mothers than to try to 
help answer their prayers for them?” 


Could Not Hurt Jesus So 
Heb. 6:6. “Crucifying the Son of God 
Afresh.” (Weymouth) 

A Sunday School teacher who was giving a 
blackboard lesson had drawn the Cross with 
the figure of the Saviour thereon, and instruct- 
ed the little ones to fill in certain things rela- 
tive to the Crucifixion. One child drew the 
Crown of Thorns around the head, then an- 
other was asked to make the nail in the hands, 
but the child was in tears and sobbed out that 
she could not hurt Jesus so. The lesson is 
obvious—if we only realized that our sins 
cause the nails and unbelief the spear, we 
should pause before sinning and putting Him 
to an open shame, and with sudden thought 
say, “I could not hurt my Saviour so.” 


Living Fountains 
John 4:14. “The water that I shall give him 
will turn into a spring of water welling 


up to eternal life.” (Moffatt) 


There is an Oriental legend of a fountain 
possessed of the mysterious power of propa- 
gating itself through every drop of its water. 
Wherever in the sandy waste a traveler spilled 
a drop, a fountain of living water broke out. 
So long as he had this water with him, he 


_Effendi, thrice welcome! 


had the secret of unfailing springs. Likewis 
in every soul united to Christ His holy pow 
resides. The sincere Christian soul carries wit 
him the power, derived from his Master, th: 
causes springs of spiritual refreshment to bul 
ble up in the wilderness path of life —T/ 
Sunday at Home. 


Fine Clothes 

James 2:2. “Suppose there comes ito yor 
meeting a man who wears gold rings an 
handsome clothes, and also a poor man t 
dirty clothes.” (Moffatt) 

The world has a strange way of treatin 
with respect only those people who wear fin 
apparel. J. Hain Friswell, in his deeply sus 
gestive book, “The Gentle Life,” tells a stor 
of Cogi Effendi, the Persian sage. Cogi, dresse 
in the garb of poverty, entered a house wher 
a feast was being held. His welcome was th 
typical welcome of the poor—he was pushe 
and hustled by one and another until he with 
drew. The Persian sage returned home, an 
dressed himself in the best fashion, place 
jewelled slippers on his feet, and a robe a 
cloth of gold on his back, and then entered th 
house of feasting. How was he received? yo 
ask. Not only did the guests give way, bu 
the host himself cried out, “Welcome my Lor 
What would you 
lordship please to eat?” Cogi’s answer was ne 
without a touch of humour, and yet expressive 
Stretching out his right foot in order that hi 
slipper might shine before their eyes, he tod 
his golden robe in his hand, and said, wit 
fine sarcasm, ‘Welcome, my lord coat, mos 
excellent robe! What will your lordship pleas 
to eat? ‘‘For,”’ said he, turning to his amaze 
host, “I ought to ask my coat what it wil 
eat, since the welcome was solely to it.” Th 
true gentleman will not welcome a man sim 
ply for his dress, but for what he is. 
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E CHILDREN OF LIGHT AND THE CHILDREN OF 
RKNESS. By Reinhold Niebuhr. Charles Scribner’s 
is. Price $2.00. 

Ne who have come to appreciate Professor Niebuhr’s 
sn insight and who agree with his fundamental inter- 
‘tation of Christianity, have expected great things 
en he should discuss democracy and contemporary 
itical philosophies. Perhaps, the best thing to be 
d about this book is that even with the highest ex- 
‘tations we are not disappointed. The book is brief, 
nted, and profound. 

fhe problem of modern political life is not as some 
ume, a conflict between goodness and evil. These 
9 forces do exist and are oftentimes opposed to each 
er, but for the most part the conflict is between the 
il nature of things and the naive children of light. 
erefore, you can have no realistic philosophy of gov- 
ument and society until you come to terms with the 
ith about human nature which is best expressed by 
» Christian faith. 

Niebuhr analyzes the relationships between the indi- 
ual and the community, between the community and 
yperty, between various groups within the community, 
d finally between the nations of the world in the 
sat world community. In all of these relationships he 
yws the power and the weakness of such philosophies 
Marxism, secularism, liberalism and democracy. In 
arly every instance trouble comes when a philosophy 
usps one side of the truth and forgets the other side. 
m are seeing constantly what is true so far as it 
as, but then failing to see the implications of the 
ng which they have under-emphasized. The result is 
limited vision which leads ultimately to disillusion- 
mt and cynicism. 

‘The Children of Light and The Children of Dark- 
3s’ assumes that there is no more truth in moral 
nicisms than there is in naive optimism. On the 
ole, democracy is the most workable philosophy. For 
e Christianity, it knows the necessity for freedom 
d recognizes the explosive possibilities of each indi- 
lual, while at the same time it assumes the necessity 
community discipline. In spite of weaknesses, there- 
-e, and loss of confidence, democracy stands vindi- 
Fed as the best political system. 

Whether or not we can build the world community is 
ll to be decided. It is another ‘impossible possi- 
ity,” but of one thing Reinhold Niebuhr is sure, 
mely, it will not be done by simply discovering the 
ht blueprint. It will be done, if at all, through faith 
a divine power ‘‘whose resources are greater than 
jse of men, and whose suffering love can overcome 
» corruptions of man’s achievements, without negating 
> significance of our striving.”—Gerald Kennedy. 


CERTAIN BLIND MAN 

Robert Elliot Fitch. Scribners. 181 pp. $2.00. 

Dr. Fitch was born in China, the son and grandson of 
ssionaries.. He was educated at Yale, Union Theo- 
ical Seminary in New York, the Sorbonne and 
lumbia. After two years in the pastorate he went to 
cidental College, Los Angeles, where he is Professor 
Philosophy and Religion. His book will not please 
: “Status Quotians’” nor those who wait in smugness 
d complacency for the Almighty to lift Civilization 
the slack of the pants out of the mess and muck of 
lay. This volume, read thoughtfully and with an open 
nd, will make it extremely difficult, if not impossible, 
slip back into smug self-satisfaction. ‘““The com- 
cency with which I am concerned is our complacency 
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Do you know a 


veteran who needs 
this help? =~ °° 


Will they come 
back to your 
church ? 


GOOD-BY 
TO. 1. 


by Maxwell Droke 


ENDORSED 
by Chaplains, 
Pastors, and 
Lay Leaders 
everywhere 


“I would like to see this volume 
Placed in every discharged veteran’s 
hands as required reading.”—CuHap- 
LAIN JOHN H. CARPER 


* 


“Here is a book every serviceman 
should read even if his family or his 
church have to send it to him.’— 
Christian Evangelist 


*k OR 


“I shall put it into the hands of my 
friends and returning servicemen.” — 


PARKER P. JORDAN, Sec’y Y.M.C.A., 
Indianapolis 


The fighting men have won their 
wat, now they're coming home. Back 
to the old home town, to the old 
job perhaps, to the cottages and 
mansions that have echoed the emp- 
tiness of lonely hearts. Yes, they’re 
coming back, but are they coming 
back to your church? Will they 
bring their foxhole faith to your 
worship services ? 


Show the veteran that he is wanted 
and needed in your church. Make 
him feel the warmth of your wel- 
come. Do it NOW—before he drifts 
away or makes other attachments. 
Give each one a copy of GOOD-BY 
TO GI. And with this book an 
earnest invitation to worship with 
you. 


order from 


$I YOUR OWN 
BOOKSTORE 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 
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in time of peace. In retrospect, it is humiliating to 
consider that complacency during the last two decades 
of peace, and, in prospect, it is terrifying to contem- 


plate the possibility of the resurgence of that com=- 


placeney in the peace that shall follow the war.’’ This 
is a disturbing book from first chapter to last. Indeed, 
the last chapter, ‘“‘The Suffering Servant of the Lord,” 
should prove disturbing to ‘Gsolationist’’ and “‘co-oper- 
ator” alike, but if the disturbance brings clearer thinking 
and straighter action it will be good for the health of 
the nation.—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


LANDS AWAY 
By Earl Marlatt. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 179 pp. 
This is but a footnote to the fine review appearing in 
The Expositor, Nov. 1944, pg. 527. The book is beauti- 
fully written—charming, seems the only word to suggest 
itself. It is filled with finely turned yet meaningful 
phrases. It deals with urgent matters of the present 
day. It is a book for the bed-table, or the quiet half 
hour before retiring; a book to keep handy and open 
when the mind needs relaxing and the soul rebuilding.— 
Wm. Tait Paterson. 


$1.50. 


WHEN RELIGION COMES TO GRIP WITH LIFE 
By Rev. Louis H. J. Henze. The Lutheran Press. 

Pamphlet, 10 cents; a dollar a dozen. 

This is one of the radio addresses given through the 
Columbia Broadcasting System, in which distinguished 
ministers give in brief and effective manner the im- 
portant implications of the Christian faith. This 
pamphlet presents clearly and attractively the theme of 
its title, and it is positively helpful either on the air 
or in published form.—Charies Haddon Nabers. 


THE LIGHT OF FAITH 
By Albert W. Palmer. Macmillan. 147 pp. $1.75. 

This is a book for laymen which represents the 
author’s mature religious convictions, nurtured in the 
milieu of forty rich, aggressive years of Christian 
leadership and _ service. 

The “shooting war’ is over, but the dangerous days 
are with us. We have a faith that ean save the 
world and the world desperately needs salvation. How- 
ever, this faith “must be stated in terms which a lay- 
man can understand and accept. Its technical formu- 
lation in terms of philosophy and theology is basic 
and essential, but there is also need for someone to 
translate what is most liveable and heroic in modern 
religious thought into everyday language which he who 
runs, or rides in a jeep or day coach, may read and 
understand,” ' 

The Light of Faith is Dr. Palmer's excellent execu- 
tion of the task that needs to be done. In eleven 
stimulating chapters the great Christian truths are ex- 
pounded lucidly and convincingly. The twelfth and 
last chapter is a brief anthology of Modern Confes- 


sions of Faith by outstanding leaders in their various — 


fields. 

This is a must book for intelligent, thoughtful lay- 
men which clergymen should not fail to read.—JVilliam 
J. Rees. 


WHEN LIFE GETS HARD 
By James Gordon Gilkey. Macmillan. 138 pp. $1.50. 
The minister of the South Congregational Church 


of Springfield, Mass., has added another splendid vol- 
ume of helpful sermons to the large number already 
published. Each of the twelve messages in this vol- 
ume is intended to bring practical aid from God to 
men and women who are finding life hard. The 
titles indicate the situations treated: “When Your 
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Faith Falters,” “When You Need Inward Quietness. 
“When You Face Uncertainty,” ‘When You Have Tot 
Much to Do,” ‘When Death Takes Someone Yo 
Love,” and “When You Wonder What God is Doin 
in Your Life.” The other titles are equally pertinent 
In the treatment of each hard problem, Dr. Gilkey 
keeps his eyes and mind wide open to the stark rea 
ity that men face, glosses over nothing, but directs the 
reader to real and proven help which the Christian 
religion possesses.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


THE SNOWDEN-DOUGLASS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSONS — 1946 
By Earl L. Douglass. Macmillan. 378 pp. $1.50. 
Dr. Douglass’ annual volume of expositions for the 
International Sunday School Lessons possesses severa 
excellencies. First, the Bible text used is that of th 
American Standard Edition which, for accuracy, helps 
to interpret the Scriptures. Second, the expositions 
are never drawn up to extreme length and can 
read easily by the busy teacher. Third, the outline 
for the lessons are practical and command them: 
selves immediately to the _ teacher. Fourth, Dr 
Douglass never stresses the text to make applications 
that are far-fetched, and he never twists the Scrip- 
ture verses to advance a personal hobby. For th 
minister or the teacher of an adult class, this is cer. 
tainly among the best of the many annual volumes o} 
lesson helps available—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


HIS TERRIBLE SWIFT SWORD 
By the Very Rev. Dr. Mornam Maclean. 
Christian Council on Palestine. 


This is the story of England’s relationship to Pales 
tine and contains on the cover the notation that it 
has been banned in Palestine by the British censor. 
The reason for that is the book’s extremely critica 
viewpoint of the British policy; does not hesitate in 
saying that we see here, Britain at its worst. 

Dr. Maclean is of the opinion that when a govern 
ment puts values before human ones, it is the 
ginning of the end. He tells with dramatic effect the 
story of the two boat loads of Jewish refugees who 
were refused asylum in their ancient homeland 
eause of a British legalism. Certainly the book rep 
resents a strong case against the present trend 
events in Palestine and a mighty plea for the rights 
of the Jews to have a national home—Gerald K 
nedy, 


Published by 


DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN JEWS 
By P. Henry Lotz. Association Press. $1.50. 


There are many who are familiar with this series 0: 
books published under the general title of “Creative 
Personalities.” This is volume six in the series and 
deals with twelve of our outstanding American Jews. 
In a day when anti-Semitism threatens to undo us, 
it is well for people to get acquainted with a few 
great members of that race. We shall come to see 
that even the most prejudiced would have to admit 
that Jews have made some very great contributions to 
America. 

Preachers will find illustrative material here, but 
anyone who enjoys reading biographies will like this 
book. There is a very wide range in the characters 
chosen, and for the most part the writers have written 
with simplicity and directness.—Gerald Kennedy. 


Only devotion, enthusiasm, and effort can match 
the sacrifice of life among our young men in the 
cause of freedom and peace; dollars do not count, 
The young men gave their share of dollars in 
gteater measure than we can. 
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Calls to Worship, and Personal Meditations. 
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tage now of this Free offer. WRITE TODAY! 

BEBE BERR RRR RRR eee eee eee 


BIGLOW-MAIN- ™ BIGLOW-MAIN-EXCELL CO. “aicneeii7tsc’ 


|| i 
EX C ELL ig 0 ° As new hymnals are needed in our Church please send me Free a 
57 15-A6 West Lake St sample copy of your ‘‘Inter-Church Hymnal’’—Two books in one. 
= . 
Your Official a 


Chicago 44, Ill. 


Church Position _— 


a, 01 Aaaress 
Mail Coupon for a City State. 


Church & 


im 
FR E E a] Deportes Membership____ 
Pastor’s Name 
i and Address 


Sample Copy gee BBB SEER BREE 


mnuary, 1946 Page 39 


“How. shall they 
believe in Him of whom they 
have never heard?”’ 


ROMANS 10:14 
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CARILLONIC BELLS 


Successful churches realize the importance 
of extending their message BEYOND the 
pew ... into the community. 


Hundreds of churches have found Schul- 
merich Carillonic Bells the perfect medium 
for projecting soul-satisfying messages of 
welcome, faith and hope—a dignified, 
effective reminder of the church’s exist- 
ence and purpose. 


Schulmerich Carillonic Bells are noted for 
their clarity, brilliance and carrying power. 
Easily installed because of their unique, 
compact design; they may be played auto- 
matically or from a conveniently located 
keyboard. 


For full information 
write for our new 
brochure ''The 
Sweetest Music 
Ever Tolled" 
Address Dept. E-5 


ELECTRONICS, inc. 


CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS - ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS: SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS- CHURCH HEARING AIDS 


SELLERSVILLE, PA, 
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Mid-Week Suggestions 


I. The Coach and the Umpire 


Organ: “Echo Bells’ —Brewer. 

Invocation: Psalm 9:1-2. 

Hymn: “Before Thy Throne, O God, W 
Kneel.” : 

Psalm: 18, responsively. | 

Hymn: “Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord, 

Scripture: Ex. 8:1-10; 14:10-16. Col. 3:8-1) 

Hymn: “Lord of Starry Vasts Unknown.’ 


Pastor: Moses is likened to the coach of an athleti 
team, in his preparations and plans to lead the peopl 
of Israel out of bondage to the Egyptians into a net 
life. He had to win them over to the idea @ 
wanting to win; to the idea of following the rule 
to the idea of subjecting themselves to the trainin 
necessary to stand up under the strain, the defeat 
the triumphs; but primarily, he had to teach them f 
obey his commands. 

God supervised the event, issued the orders ft 
“stand still’’ or to “go forward’ and the people ¢ 
Israel, trained to obey, were led to safety,—they wo 
their goal. Ex. 14:13—"'Stand still and the salvatio 
of the Lord.”” Ex. 14:15—‘‘Speak unto the childre 
of Israel that they go forward.” 

In this drama enacted upon the stage of histor 
we see an allegory to be applied to the game ¢ 
life in all ages, among those who love God an 
seek to win the goal set for them. 

1. God's people are ever beset by temptation 
dangers; their triumphs lie in obeying the rules si 

efore them by God. 

2. Dependence on God in every phase of lif 
friend and enemy alike, is dramatized in the scene ¢ 
the Red Sea. 

3. Obedience is a cardinal and primary requisil 
for those who aim to win in any game; doubly s 
in the great and dramatic game of life. When th 
umpire said to the people of Israel, “Stand Still} 
they stood still; when he said, “Speak unto th 
children of Israel that they go forward,” the con 
mand was relayed to them, and they moved forwar 
Faith and trust in God waits for the command ¢ 
stop, and for the command to go. 

Providence is today writing a great chapter acrot 
the face of history, proving that faith in Gos 
willingness to trust in His love and wisdom, and th 
determination to carry out His will, is the path t 
salvation of mankind. Let us, here, today, resol 
to embrace those rules with a cheerful heart, an 
resolve to live by those rules, come what may. 


Hymn: “Before Thy Throne, O God, W 
Kneel.”” 

Prayer: (Especially for strength and dete! 
mination to seek God's will for us as indivic 
uals and as a nation, and then walk by thé 
light.) 

Hymn: ‘My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” 


Benediction. = 


II. Treasure Hunting 


Organ: “Come Ye Thankful”—Elvey, 
Invocation: “Seek the Lord, and His strengtl 
seek His Face evermore. Glory ye in His Ho 
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ime; let the heart of them rejoice that seek 
eLord.” 

Hymn: “O, for a closer walk with God.” 
Psalm: 37, responsively. 

Hymn: “My Faith looks up to Thee.” 
Scripture: Psalm 39. Acts 17:20-30. Luke 
1-6, 16. Luke 1171-10. 

Hymn: “They Who seek the Throne of 
ace. 


Pastor: ‘That they should seek God, if haply 
y might feel after him and find him.’’—Acts 
27. The spiritual bewilderment of the world 
lay may well-be compared with the time of Jesus’ 
> on earth, the cruelty of the attack upon him, 
1 later the seemingly hopeless era, highlighted by 
al’s sermon on Mars Hill. 

Although man has toyed with the idea that Jesus 
rist is the hope of the world, mankind is still 
wildered, blundering, seeking cure-alls, ‘seeking 
litical panaceas, seeking strength in weapons. 
hen God was ready to write a rule of life for 
ppcople, He wrote it in a life, rather than in 
tds. 

People in every corner of the globe are today 
king for a treasure,—PEACE. In every-day lan- 
ge, peace, the most sought-after treasure known 
man, is a way to get along with others,—other 
mbers of one’s family; other members of the com- 
ity; other communities; and other nations. This 
asure hunt is not a simple matter! It is an 
dertaking that requires many of the virtues at- 
ned by man, only after long and prayerful submis- 
n to the will of God; it requires a degree of 
th and trust developed only after long and dili- 
wt seeking after God, and his purposes for the 
atures of his creation. These traits of character 
- developed only by enlisting in this greatest of 
treasure hunts, unreservedly, sincerely, and prayer- 
ly, knowing that we shall “stand still” when we 
- bidden thus to do; that we shall ‘“‘go forward’ 
en that command is given by the Captain, God 
mighty, in whose army of searchers we have 
ned, not for today, but for all time to come. Are 
loyal to the Captain? Today? Every day? by 
tying out His commands as He gives them? 
Hymn: “I Need Thee, Precious Jesus.” 
Prayer: (For grace to persevere in the task 
for us in this hour.) 

Hymn: “O Love that will not let me go.” 


Benediction. 


|. The A.B.C.’s of God’s Alphabet 


Organ: “Latgo’’—Dvorak. 

Invocation: “The Lord is my rock, and my 
tress, and my deliverer: my God, my strength 
whom I will trust. I will call upon the 
rd who is worthy to be praised.” Ps. 18. 
Hymn: “O God! Beneath Thy Guiding 
nd.” 

Psalm: 50, tesponsively. 

Hymn: “They Who Seek the Throne of 
Ace. 

yeripture: 2 Kings 5:1-27; 6:1-23. = 
Lymn: ‘O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee 


nuary, 1946 


3 BOOKS IN ONE! 


SERVICE 
HYMNAL 


@ Mail coupon today and see how 
QUALITY rings and echoes from every 
page, every feature. 


True to its name, “The SERVICE 
Hymnal” meets the demands of the 
hour with new, inspiring material for 
every use in all denominations. With 
this complete service book you need 
no other—3 books in one. 


More For Your Money 


Has that EXTRA value which dis- 
tinguishes a superior product. 

Here is a hymnal your Church will 
be proud to use. And priced so you 
SAVE! Still has the unique advantages 
of tarnish-proof gold stamped binding, 
lacquered for long wear. 510 musical 
numbers, 67 Scripture Readings, Price 
per 100 only $75.00 not prepaid. 


Mail Coupon for FREE Sample Copy 
HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1692 


only the best in song books CoM PANY 


5701-A6 West Lake Street Chicago 44, IMinois 


We need new song books in our Church. Please 
send free sample of ‘‘The Service Hymnal.” 
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Inks, Pads, Lettering Guides, Styli, Tracing Scopes, 
Bulletin Designs, Long Reach Staplers, Paper 
Cutters, Impression Rollers, Typewriter Platens 
with Instructions to put in typewriter. — JUST 
EVERYTHING. Literature Free. 


4 » 
‘ , 
4 PRINTOMATIC SELF-FEEDING Rotary Stencil 
b Post Card Printers—$9.50 Complete. Printomatic 4 
Stencils $1.50 for 24. > 
4 SPECIAL: Sample Quire of $3.50 EXCEL-ALL 

» Stencils $2.97 Prepaid—IF you tell us your Wants 4 
AND Name your Duplicator. $3.25 Letter Size 

4 $2.76. > 
> 4 
4 > 
> 4 
q » 


WE ARE NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR 
PORTABLE TYPEWRITERS AND OFFICE SIZE 
DUPLICATORS. Write— 


Pittsburgh Typewriter Supply Co. 


336B2 FOURTH AVENUE, PITTSBURGH 22, PA. 
VaAVavVavavVavav av 


PUL 


EPP ERPECT FIT 4 
UNSURPASSEDAR 


& SIMON: 


ESTABLISHED 1912 


uichted CHURCH BULLETINS - HONOR ROLLS 


Send for FREE Catalog con- 
taining illustrations and prices 
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Pastor: Read 2 Kings 5:13. The character in th 
drama is familiar to all of us, a great man accof 
ingly to worldly standards, seeking relief from | 
irksome and troublesome matter, presents hims¢ 
before a little-known source of help. Because of € 
greatness of the seeker after help, he sends | 
servants to speak for him, expecting the unknoy 
prophet to come to him. This is not the way Gi 
does things, through the medium of his prophets. " 

Word was sent back to the great man to 4 
wash himself in the Jordan... .” Of course, @ 
great man resented the prescription. ~1ne Jordan 
(read verse 12) However, his servants reason WE 
him, and he consents to try it, there can be no hat 
in it. To his great surprise, his obedience to # 
command makes his decayed flesh whole. 

1. God did not ask the great thing of this ma 
he asks a very simple thing, but conditions # 
result on obedience. : ie 

2. God did not ask the great thing of this ma 
but he conditions the result on trust. : 

3. God did not ask the great thing of this ma 
but he conditions the result on his willingness to pi 
aside his esteem for his own greatness, the greatné€ 
of the waters of his own land, and bow in sacrificed 
humility by washing himself seven times in 
Jordan. 

Man must be prepared, if God wills it, to pl 
aside our own alphabet of the language of ma 
and adopt in its stead the alphabet of God's la 
guage. 

Hymn: “God Moves in a Mysterious Way, 

Prayer: (For grace to put aside our own aa 
personal ambitions, and in their stead adoj 
the will of God for us. Thus, even thoug 
we may not be called upon to do the gre 
thing, we may bow in obedience, trust, am 
humility to doing the simple thing, thus findin 
ourselves cleansed of revolting and decayin 
faults.) 

Hymn: “O Grant Us Light, 
Know.” 

Benediction, 


That we még 


IV. The Modern Light 


Organ: “Little Bells of Lourdes’—Gaul. 

Invocation: “O sing unto the Lord a né 
song; for He hath done marvelous things. H 
right hand and His holy arm hath gotten Hii 
the Victory.” 

Hymn: “Send Down Thy Truth, O God.” 

Psalm: 147, responsively. 

Hymn: “When Courage Fails, and Fait 
Burns Low.” 

Scripture: Psa. 78:1-7; 
2:15-16. 

Hymn: “I Do Not Ask, O Lord.” 

Pastor: (Read again Phil. 2:15-16) Two speci 
charges are here placed upon the Christian believe 
that of living the Gospel in the sight of men, af 
that of making the Gospel known to others. 

1. The duty of living the Gospel implies adornit 
the Word of God in plain view of men, to be livif 
lessons _of God’s teachings, seen and read of 4 
men. That is duty. Just as the function of t 
modern lighting fixture is to light up the- area abo 


Isaiah 51:1-7: Phi 
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so it is the duty of the Christian to shine forth 


faith, trust, and glory of God in whom our 
h rests. 


2. The duty of the Christian to make known the 
td of God to others, implies bringing forth good 
#t in all our endeavors; a constant flow of spirit- 
vaded acts, shining forth our faith in the ordi- 
y chores of living. Jesus sanctified the ordinary 
res of life by his presence and active participation 
them. We too can sanctify them, by doing seem- 
ly ordinary things in His honor, thus shining 
th His Gospel among men. 
Hymn: “O Christ, the way.” 
Prayer: (For grace to choose those things in 
é which permit us to be of greatest service 
the least among His children, so our light 
faith and hope may shine forth in His 
nor. ) 
Hymn: “Lead Us, O Father, in the Paths. 
Benediction. 


iging Felix 
Jontinued from page 17) 


If he did not actually blow up it is likely 
at the works of his campaign did. It all re- 
inds one of the old query, ‘Whither are we 
ing, and if so, to what extent?” 

We have too frequently lost sight of the 
iding fact that the greatest Religionist of all 
ne abounded in warmth, in poise, in calm 
nity and common-sense. We would do well 
retrace our errant steps to the point where 
2 left the main highway and get back upon 
e road which has some permanence and some 
orthy destination. 

Sy 


ow It Can Be Told 
sontinued’ from page 12) 


| inconceivably larger demand that millions of 
sople make the most of bad situations, physi- 
1 and mental handicaps and irreparable losses, 
ere has been a rising to meet needs which is 
leer heroic. Each day there is a staggering 
tay of testimonies leading us to know that 
fortunate folk, as never before, have found 
eir way to healing streams—-and their 
rength to overcome is largely spiritual. 

And this victory is not limited to those who 
e physically handicapped. Millions of up- 
oted people, struggling for a time alone, 
ught hold of something. And that something 
as their faith. Indeed, the ability now to 
ake an asset out of a liability has come to its 
vn, The cross is now more understandable. 
Perhaps the capacity to overcome limitations 
as due to the constant demand upon men and 
omen to do the impossible. Who will ever 
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forget Ernie Pyle’s description of that morning 
of attack after the army, consigned to go for- 
ward, had been accidentally bombed by our 
own airmen. He described the men, waiting. 
Then, the coming armada of planes over that 
critical segment of Normandie that was to de- 
termine the success or failure of our venture 
across the channel. By accident, probably due 
to the effect of the wind carrying the dust 
which bombs had kicked up, the succeeding 
waves of planes dropped their loads with 
deadly results upon our own forces. Of course, 
Pyle was himself shaken to the very heart. One 
thing he felt certain, the attack would now be 
called off. His own feelings prompted this 
judgment. But, when zero hour came, even 
though the men were half wiped out in some 
companies, up and forward they charged. That 
spirit made secure the landing, and eventually 
the war. 

Is it any wonder, then, that in personal de- 
nials and frustrations, those who have suffered 
the greater disasters would not be too per- 
turbed about the lesser? The impossible merely 
takes a little longer. Perhaps it is true that the 
greatest difficulty in America was not sin but 
immaturity. Our people have marvelously 
grown up. And with that transition has come 
the ability to “take it.” We were unwilling to 
provide for ourselves willingly restraints and 
disciplines which make for soul growth. It 
had to come by the tragic circumstance of war. 
But come it has, and out of this ability now to 
make good in spite of seeming disaster will 
come tomorrow’s greater leadership. 


BRONZE 
TABLETS 


Now your Church may 
pay a lasting tribute to 
its members who served 
in the armed forces— 
with an. Honor Roll 
plaque of solid Bronze. 
The style illustrated is 
but one of the many dis- 
i tinctive and_ beautiful 
“) tablets designed by our 
mastercraftsmen. 

A free full-size drawing of 
the tablet desired will be 
made on request upon re- 
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Presence of God 

We theorized a great deal about God befor 
the conflict, but the circumstance of battle, ane 
the trials of daily living, brought a new de 
mand for God’s actual presence. For the firs 
time in many a life there was found the Lor 
who is and was a very present help in time 0 
trouble. 

A new appraisal now is given the stories 0} 
the Hebrews in a fiery furnace, of a prince if 
a lion’s den, of a maiden before a king, of 7 
prophet on Mt. Carmel, of a missionary stand 
ing in Rome, alone. Formerly, it was all righ 
for others to feel His nearness, because thei 
immediate need warranted it, but take moderf 
life now. . . . With modern life with its com 
forts and conveniences, with its securities an¢ 
guidance, the immediate presence of a livin{ 
Christ was quite ummecessary — sometime 
rather an inconvenience. But, in recent days 
He was needed! And He was found! Ang 
God grant that people shall never forget that 
The atomic bomb? Radar? Surely, but mik 
lions have discovered God a very present help 

One of our famed, living poets lay flat of 
her back due to an injury at the time of thé 
birth of her baby boy. Young, loving, joyous 
she now looked into a difficult future. Doomed, 
it seemed, to be an invalid. Then, she gavé 
herself up to Someonegreater than herself 


One day she took a pen. into her untrained 


hand. She wrote a little poem. They say thal 
it faltered and stumbled, but it did getsome 
where. She did not know how to handle 
meter, but she learned and sang the songs she 
learned in her sorrows. Today her poems ge 
all over the world. Christian journals espeé 
ially use them. They are meat, medicine and 
milk for millions. Among her poems are 
‘Someone had prayed,” “Wait,” and one, “A 
prayer for courage’’ in which she said, ‘“Helf 
me to see aright that out of dark — come 
light.” Something like that has been happen 
Ing. 

The world is no place for you and me now 
without God. Hosts are saying as did Ruth, a 
they are turning now to the Church, “Thy. God 
shall be my God.” 

Let us find strength, then, in assuring out. 
selves once more that all the wonders anéd 
achievements have not been attained in the me 
chanical world; there have been vast miracles in 
the human and spiritual realms. And there are 
those who are wise in conceiving that these are 
more vital than the wonders of discoveries if 
the fields of the electron and the atom, nol 
only for victory, but for the future welfare of 
mankind. 


The Expositoi 


What is more needed to equip ourselves for 
stern realities of this. postwar era than an 
areness of the immediate, courage, overcom- 
- limitations, and practicing the Presence of 
d. Now that we have them, we must never 
e them. If people had to be sweated out to 
quickened into spiritual advance, then there 
hat compensation at least. Blood, sweat and 
rs, but out of it our Resurrections. 
Bojer in his story The Prisoner Who Sang 
Is a picturesque parable. A scapegoat did all 
ts of startling things to dazzle and to amaze. 
yw he was a bishop, now a banker, an actor, 
bum and, at last, a prisoner. He played 
ny parts, finding in each a piece of his per- 
ality. Like our prewar world, he had be- 
me a procession and not a man. He had 
red everything excepting sincerity and 
ind everything but peace. At last, a Great 
ve puts him together again and MAKES A 
AN OF HIM. 
So, now it can be told! We may have saved 
r own ‘souls. 


»w Do We Rate? 
Take inventory— 
Are you happy NOW ? 


Are you thankful that God has blessed 
America ? 


Are you resolved to make this year the 
best year of your life? 


Do you know that the best way to have a 
BIG year, is to BE big? 


If you cannot do all the work-you plan. 
how about letting someone else who 
may be anxious to help you take a part 
of the schedule? 

Spiritual progress is the individual's one 
great need! Are you giving undivided 
attention to that need ? 

Every minister can make HIS ministry 


what he wants it to be. Have you suc- 
ceeded ? 


‘Are you convinced that good men and 
women can be made BETTER? 


In our ministry, do we think about our- 
selves as members of a profession? Or, 
as shepherds, ordained of God, to care 
for His sheep? 


Do we realize that capacity for work and 
sympathy grows with each effort ? 


if you want to know what God requires of you, 
d Psalm 50; if you have heart trouble, and need 
onic, read Psalm 27; if you wonder what you 
re to be thankful for, read Psalms 42 and 43. 


muary, 1946 


Again 
Available ! 


A new, revised 
edition of this 
invaluable source 
book is now 
available at 
religious book stores 
everywhere 


. ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF 


‘ BIBLE LIFE 


ine S. and J. Lame Miller 


100 FULL PAGES OF ILLUSTRATIONS 
1,694 SUBJECTS IN 22 SECTIONS 
205,000 worps 
12 PAGE! OF FULL COLOR Maps 


ENCYCLOPEDIA 


OF BIBLE LIFE 
By MADELEINE S. and J. LANE MILLER 
“One of the most valuable aids to teachers 
to be. produced in a decade... an enormous 
mass of information on almost every con- 


ceivable phase of Palestinian life.” 
—Christian Advocate 


Covers 1,694 subjects @ 245 photographs 
12 pages of maps @ Five indexes @ $4.95 


At your bookseller 
= HARPER 


“And Ye 


Shall Know Hi, 
the Truth S27 


and the TruthShall Make You Free” 


Standard’s Lessons 


aré TRUE-10-THE-BIBLE 


Before it can achieve political freedom, the 
world must be free spiritually. This is notimeto 
compromise on religion. Standard’s lessons 
without apology teach Jesus as the only begot- 
ten Son of God, the Bible as the divinely re- 
vealed Word of God. Closely Graded Lessons 
for Beginners to Young People, and Interna- 
tional Improved Uniform for all grades. Write 
for free Prospectus on Closely Graded, and 
full information on Uniform. Name department 
in which interested. Address Desk Ex. 1. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati 3, Ohio 


dj 


Page 45 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 
Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
LOUISVILLE 12, KY- 


semBRASS ALTAR WARE==y 


Complete Selection of Crosses, Candelabras, 
Vases, Candlesticks and other Brassware 
NOW AVAILABLE 
Write for Catalogue and Price List 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 800, Scranton 2, Pa. 


HALF-TONE ELECTROTYPES 


For the embellishment of Church Printing 
Our Portfolio of 300 subjects 
FREE to Ministers 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 


150 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 


Every 


FILMSLIDES for Occasion! 


e@ Special Programs—Easter—Christmas 
® Illustrated Hymns—Mission Stories 

e Evangelistic Sermons—Bible Studies 
e Life of Christ from Great Paintings 
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG TODAY 


Inc. 
Dept. EX, Chicago 2 


BOND SLIDE CO., 
68 West Washington St., 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings - Ornaments 
and Supplies 


Catalog Free on request 
THE C. E. WARD CO. 
New London, Ohio 


p= CHURCH FURNITURE 


Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion Tables, 
Baptismal Fonts, Sunday School Furniture. 
We allow for or sell your old equipment. 


Catalogue and details on request 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. C, Scranton 2, Pa. 


CATALOGS FREE 


LIBRARIES 


PURCHASED 


¥ | 

\ A 

—e 1019 WEALTHY’ ST, S, E. 
GRAND RAPIDS 6, MICHIGAN 


German spirit. 


— — 


Military Training 
(Continued from page 8) 


a practical civilian job for all. Even flying 
which seems to be the dream of every Amet 
ican boy will soon be reduced to the level of 
taxi driving with so many pilots about to br 
released. Signal Corps men have to releart 
their telephone. work according to compan} 
standards, and so we could go through almos 
every job and discover its limitations for civil 
ian use. 

Principally though, military training woul¢ 
not accomplish its purpose because the bigges 
need of the hour is not more soldiers, bul 
thinking Americans who understand themselves 
and the world in which they live. 

The Germans probably thought they wer 
fighting for higher living standards, when if 
reality next to the United States and perhaps 
England, they had the highest living standard: 
in the world. France is a group of peasant 
compared to Germany. Their trouble was nai 
too little to eat, or too little space in which te 
live or not enough clothes to wear. Theil 
trouble was bad education, bad thinking, bad 
understanding of human nature, and inability 
to express themselves politically in a way thal 
would cause their government to be an expres 
sion of the German spirit. No one will evet 
convince me that Hitler was a symbol of the 
He may have been the symbol 
of everything bad in Germany, but becaus¢ 
German education was planned by the state 3 
whole generation of non-thinking citizens was 
brought into being. That could happen heré 
The supreme need of the hour is for citizens 
who will express themselves not only on do 
mestic issues, but on international affairs, sé 
that our government will be a true expression 
of the spirit of the American people, and nol 
the will of a chosen few. 


II. Universal Military Training Would 
Be Harmful 

Not only does military conscription fail te 
accomplish its purpose, but it is very ss 
harmful in many respects. We have spoken o 
the danger of raising up a military thinking 
generation. Such education often times, instead 
of encouraging creativeness actually discourage: 
it. We are told that German doctors are post 
tively amazed at the advance of Americat 
medicine. German doctors are at least one yeal 
behind American doctors in their medica 
understanding. This is but an example of the 
way progress is thwarted by the purely militar 
educational system. : 

Some people are optimistic enough to think 
that army training would aid in character build 


The Expositot 


, so much needed in America today. If our 
ular established educational system is failing 
this, then no group of army experts are 
ng to succeed in one short year. Anyone 
0 has been in the army, especially overseas, 
1ot very enthusiastic about the moral stand- 
s of army life. There are some who come 
purer and finer than when they went in, 
there are also a whole middle section of 
ing people who, when taken away from the 
uence of parents and friends, go completely 
wire on their moral living. 

Apart fronr whatever little good may come 
of such a training program, it is still 
fectly evident that you can’t teach a man to 
| six days a week, and then expect that on 
uday he is going to love his neighbor. As 
. Ludlow said, “with over a quarter of a 
lion of the flower of our American youth 
ler white crosses and with a staggering na- 
aal debt of over 300 billions of dollars, isn’t 
bout time that we try to get away from the 
chology of killing,” if only for ten years, 
il we have had time to survey the world 
gation? Think of the expense of such a pro- 
im. It is estimated that it would cost be- 
sen two and three billion dollars a year. Such 
figure defies our ability even to imagine. 
ink of it! Three years of military conscrip- 
n would be just like giving away the state of 
liana. It would cost what every man and 
man in that state earns or owns in the way 
personal and real estate. When we spend 
mey for our regular educational system it 
ys back dividends, it becomes a permanent 
ucture, but military training is like pouring 
ney down the sewer. 

Perhaps the most harmful effect of all in this 
mned legislation is the way in which it 
uld advertise our distrust of the United Na- 
ns Charter. We have already set ourselves 
as the trustees of the atomic bomb. Now 
we begin military training, the other nations 
. only believe one thing. We are either pre- 
‘ing for another war, or we intend to dom- 
er international relations by holding our big 
+k over the other nations of the world. The 
ongest, the richest, the best educated, sup- 
sedly, the most Christian nation of the world 
s the pace for the other countries by estab- 
ring military conscription and _ universal 
ining on a permanent basis. It certainly will 
Kk fine. It will probably make all the peoples 
the world look up to us as a shining ex- 
ple, won't it? 

No, military conscription ought to be voted 
wn by the American people because it won't 
what it intends to do; because it has too 
ny harmful possibilities for the future, but 
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most important of all as far as Christian a 
are concerned, it ought to be voted down be 
cause it is un-Christian. It is against what w 
know and believe to be the will of God for us 
This is not pacificism by any means. There} 
all the difference in the world between usin 
our national resources for removing an ugl 
cancer in the body of civilization and makin 
permanent use ‘of these instruments for fore 
with which to live by. In other words, a sul 
geon can operate with a scalpel and do endles 
good, but as soon as that scalpel becomes 

weapon, either for personal gain or nationa 
good, he becomes dangerous to society. Tha 
is the difference between using force as.a neces 
sary instrument and living by the principle 0 
force. “They that take the sword-shall perig 
by the sword.” When Jesus was speaking t 
Peter in those words He was trying to s@ 
“Peter, My kingdom must rest on somethia 
besides force.’ He was not thinking of @ 
idealistic future, he was thinking in very prat 
tical terms. No kingdom, whether it be God 
or man’s, can continue to exist permanently 6 
the basis of force. There has never been 

single civilization that has survived and H. & 
Wells is entirely right when he says we are 
the end of our time. We, like every othe 
civilization, will destroy ourselves unless som 
new principle is introduced in our internation 
living. That new principle is love. Not @ 
idealistic love that would be nice to practicell 
we could, but a love that is absolutely basi 
because we believe that this very universe OF 
erates on that basis of love as revealed in th 
life and person of Jesus. 

France had military training after the I 
war. France built a military fortification arouf 
itself and then began to disintegrate internal 
Once this hard outer defense had been pierces 
she crumbled within. China did the sam 
thing. Rome is but another example. The Ua 
ted States will make the same tragic mistak 
unless the American people speak out and & 
God’s name demand that we try the Christia 
way. 

You may not agree with what I have sak 
but one responsibility you can’t escape. Y@ 
must express yourselves. You must write 4 
your government officials and express ya 
Opinion whatever it is, so that if we make tf 
tragic mistake of accepting universal milita 
training it will be the mistake of the whole a 
tion and not a chosen few. By the same toke 
if we make a victorious decision, it will be # 
choice of God-fearing, freedom-loving peop 
everywhere. . 


Only man has vast fears. 
The Eapositl 
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WHERE TO BUY CHURCH 
EQUIPMENT 


GOWNS (Pulpit and Choir) 
Almy, C. M......... fers OE eek 47 
Collegiate Cap & Gown...... 44 
Cotrell & Leonard, Ince....... 47 


Cox Sons & Vining.............. 
DeMoulin Bros.........---.....-.---- 48 
E. R. Moore Co.................. 50 
McCarthy & Simon................ 42 
Nat. Ac. Cap & Gown.......... 0 


Ward Co., 


HONOR ROLLS 
Int. Bronze Tablet Co......... 48 
U. S. Bronze Sign Co........... 43 


HYMN BOOKS 


Biglow-Main-Excell _........... 39 
HOPE PUBLISHING 
GO: 225.464.5303 31, 41 


TABERNACLE PUB. CO... 3 


INSURANCE 
MINISTERS’ LIFE & 
CAS. UNION ........ =a 
Presby. Ministers’ Fund 51 


MISCELLANEOUS 
Baker Book House........ — 
Goodenough & Woglom........ 4 


ORGANS (Pipe) : 
Austin Organ Co............ — 


Schantz, A. J... 48 

Wicks Organ, Co..n...2 See 
PUBLISHERS 

ABINGDON- 

COKESBURY ........... 2, & 
DAVID C. COOK CO... B 
Harper Bros. 102s. — 
UPPER, ROOM -......46 52 

SERMON HELPS 
Author’s Research...._.. ie 48 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


American S. S. Union.......... 49 
Standard Publishing Co....... 45 
Warner Press. uae 
Wilde, Wa Ai, nae eee 36 


WINDOWS (Stained Glass) 
St. Joseph’s Art Glass.......... 48 


Firms whose names you find here have proven theif 
integrity in serving’ BUYERS of Church Equipment 
SE RRND ae 


The Eapositor 


THOMAS PENN who with his brother 
Richard, were ‘“‘true and absolute 
~Proprietaries and Governors-in-Chief of 
the Province of Pennsylvania and 
Counties of New Castle, Kent and 
Sussex upon the Delaware’’ presented 
the Fund fifty pounds, because he was 
“not unmindful of the value of Presby- 
terians to the Province.’’ The Presby- 
terian Ministers’ Fund continues in this 
same spirit of tecognized service. 


F OR more than 226 years the Fund 


has continued to serve ministers, their 


wives and theological students of all 


Protestant denominations. 


FOUNDED 1717 fy CHARTERED 1759 


For life insurance information write 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 


Alexander Mackie, D. D., President 


The First Life Insurance Company in America—The Oldest in the World 
Serving Ministers, Their Wives and Theological Students of All Protestant Denominations 


RITTENHOUSE SQUARE, PHILADELPHIA 3, PENNSYLVANIA . 


ences, Analyses of 


Books of the Bible, 
Revised Marginal 
References, Proph- 
ecies Harmonized, 
and many other 
unique Features 


50 Styles 
from $1.95 up 


Descriptive Circular 
upon request 


The Scofield Reference Bible 


Edited by Rev. C. I. SCOFIELD, D.D. 
ETO on the Pages Where Needed 


Has Chain RAN ‘ 


me in my men’s 
Bible class to meet 
any questions that 
may arise” —From 
a lawyer in Kansas. 


[HE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO’ 4 1 4)/ : : Za 
DS tae A Nrecy helpful to 
Warr ‘ a 
is 


“I have never seen 
such a _ unique 
compilation 1m all 
my experience” — 
From a lady in 
Virginia, 


At All Booksellers or the Publishers 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 114 Fifth Avenue, New York 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


ECCLESIASTICAL BEAUTY AND DISTINCTIVE QUALITY 
DESIGNED AND PRODUCED by 


THE JOSEPHINUM CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 


-“ 


DEPT. E, COLUMBUS 7, OHIO 


Start the lev Year a 
with a Copy of The (aa 
7 Upper Room for aa 
/ Each Mlember of > 
‘The Family 


§ 


ie os 


NCOURAGE your loved ones in the regular practice of daily 
devotions by giving each member of the family his or her own - 
copy of The Upper Room. 


Having a personal copy ‘‘personalizes’’ these daily devotions far — 
~ more than where there is only one copy to the family. Try it and see! 


Where a member of the family is away from home, as at school or 
; in the service, family unity can be sustained by all members reading 
The Upper Room each day, possibly ata stated hour, 


postunatcly:, the eee of this little book of daily devotions is so small 
that its ‘‘unanimous"’ use is within the means of almost every family. 
Also, the Pocket Edition affords a new handy size for easy carrying 
on the person. 


Note: The war-time ‘‘emergency edition'’ has been discontinued, and henceforth 


The Upper Room will appear in the regular format and also in the Pocket Edition for 
those desiring it. 


Send your order for the January-February-March issue today. Ten or more copies to 
one address, 5 cents each, postpaid. Single yearly subscriptions in U. S., Canada and 
' Latin America, 30 cents, postpaid; four years, $1.00. Other countries, 40 cents; four 
; years, $1.35. Special envelopes for remailing The Upper Room, $1.00 per 100. 


ADDRESS ALL ORDERS TO | 


THE UPPER ROOM 


MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING Ty NASHVILLE Seeat cE N NG 


- 


